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When thele thinges be ſo, J metttact 
what ctuil {ptrife dziuelh choſe menne, 
whiche dilFine the mod tacred Wibles 
the onelp kounteine, the men plentikull 
and richeũ trcaſaurte of true will dom 


ck be madde vpon kalle, and countrefaick 


wide dome. Foꝛ a inan mate finde at ehis 
date, einong great ũudendes not a kewe, 
whiche Wholic acuen (+ at their whole 


like) to the colours, deceiptes of Þ Ht 


loſophie bothe poor lothe the name of 
che 3Stbles , and when ther heare them 
fpcken of. be readie to fal into an hoꝛri⸗ 
ble quakino.and ſhiuering Twys(thet 
ſaie ) there wanteth Learning, and lo⸗ 


quence in theim and that ther hate che 


rude, and foule barbaritte, 
And peat koꝛſothe merueil it is that 
thei chende ſette vp Sloauence bekfoze 
theun. as a rule to liue bp, and a marke 
wheruntotheli woulde directe all their 
whole minde, aud ſtudie, In deede that 
wife menue oucyfe to loke ſoꝛ 811 other 
thing in this lite cen their verp owe 
Whilokophiers cheentelues dooe teſlifie 
Marcus Cicero the pꝛince of E loqutuce, ok 
a Ohiloſop her doeth not dcauire Clo⸗ 
QUENTE : 


| Of Sripture. 
quenee.F02 in his firſte booke, De fini- 
bus bonorum, & malorum, ſpeaking 
ot Epicure:I he talle of this Philoſopher, ſaith 
he,drſpleaſeth me not, for he can vtter in wirdles 
whatſoencr he will, anci ſþexketh plainly to mnder= 
ſtande: And yeat a Philoſopher ,1f he bring Flo- 
quence, I will not acſ}iſe t: If he bring none, I will 
not greatly crauc it. 
V2 hp now be theſe mẽ moꝛe hard Lnto 
vs, then Licero? Dooe thei not know 
that in our Bibles the heauculp philo⸗ 
ſophp is taught euen after the capacitie 
of the common people: And Licero pꝛo⸗ 
ueth plainlie, that Cloaquence witheuk 
wiledome is verp hurtkul. It behoueth 

then to couct wiledome rather then 
loqutce, namelp tbe theſelfſame Cicers 
in a book? called Partitiones oratorię 
dooth define Cloquence fo be nothing 
els the wiledö (peking pleͤtifalipwher 
koꝛe wholoeuer is dſtitute of wiledom 
tough he haue a faire. æ a ridie toũg to 
talke gailp, peat (tal he be called but a 
talker. not eloauent.Foeꝛ as to ſpeake, 
ang ſpeake wiſelp is not allene, no 
moꝛe ts all one, taking, and Sloqucnce 
Menne vnadutſed and rot wiim chetr 
wittes poure out many weoꝛdes many 
W. Ui. times 
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| Thedignitie 


times withoute reaſon nothing to the 
purpoſe, aud cleane contrarie to al con⸗ 


True don ee uenience, and comelineſle. But a wile e⸗ 


loqutẽt man is no waſter of woꝛdes, but 
ſpeaketh koche as doe p2ofite,s lerue ta 
that « ende whereunto thei be appoincted, 
and he lo ſpeaketh theim as he ought to 
Dove, whether it be With manp, oꝛ with 
kewe⸗ with learned, 02 vnlearned, with 
hs matche, with his worſe, 02 with his 


better, the comelmeſle of time, and pla⸗ 
ce alwaies obſerued And within theſe 


limites haue the heathen maſters of elo. 
QGuece theſcifes bojiled en true cloqueee 
But lithens no witters haue been eſſe 
waters of wooꝛdes, then the holp auc⸗ 
chours, Whiche minded onelp thinges 
pꝛoſitable, c to a certeine ende, that is, al 
co obteine blelledneſle, to liue quietlie, 
iuſllie, and honeſtlie, and haue allo let 
to0:th thoſe thinges in a plaine, & clere 
falhion ot ſpeaking: J dare laie boldlie 
and trulie, that onelp the wꝛiters ok the 
Bibles haue vſed true eloquence, whi⸗ 
che thing, ö vaine louers of decciptkull 
philoſophpthal not be able to pꝛoue fal⸗ 


te. except thei ca befoꝛe ouerthꝛowe the 


del⸗ 
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: cripfurc. 
ſcripts of eloquence, whiche we haue 
bꝛought out cue of their owne auctours 
oꝛels ci manikeſtip ew þ our witters 
be not ſoche, as we [ace foꝛ, which as bp 
good argumetes thee ſhal neuer pꝛoue, 
ſo aſſone as thet lhalbe willing to dooe 
it, thei (hal rũne in daungeer of vlaſphe: 
mte.ſacriiege, and high treaſon to od 

S. Auguſtine alſo in his.iiii.booke. ⁊ 
vi. Tha. De doctrina Chriſtiana: I dare 
ſael laieth he) that al whiche well vadertande 
what the holie writers theimſclues dhe ſpeake, due 
therewith vnclerſtundle alſo,that thei oug ht not a- 
ny otherwiſe to ſpeake.For there is ſome Eloquence 
whiche better becommeth young menne,and ſome 
that better becommeth olde,and 1s not then woor- 
thie to bee called Eloguence , if it agrce not to the 
perſo that ſpeaketh:S0is there other that beſemeth 
men of high aucthoritie, and that be in dede moſt 
dliuine, and excellente. 


AND with this Eloquence fpake 
thet which wrote the le, neither 
doeth any orgy. Cloqueu. ecome the 
noꝛ this anp other, but tt is mete enen 
koꝛ them alone: and the lower it lemeth 
to ſome, ſomoche the higher it riſeth, 
not in pꝛoude, and loktie woꝛdes, bus in 
B. ij. loundnelle 
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Daun the S. ſoundneſſe of graue © ſubſticial matter 
bis. But the Zzeb2uiſh maners of ſpeauing 
greue the ter” cares of theſe learned 
men, aud ſeme vnto the latines,thac is, 
to deintie, and delicate perſones ve⸗ 
ry harde, rude, and in no wiſe to bee a⸗ 
biden:peaJ wis becauſe a fine ſofte ſtile 
falling, and ſounding lwetelp. in cuerp. 
poinct, and lighting vs with plealaüt 
Harmonic is that highelt 20d thing whi⸗ 
che all menne oughte to lire. and elpe⸗ 
ciallie regarde, without the whiche. pea 
| the beſt Fyinges mull be counted wooꝛſt 
* foꝛwoꝛne. and taught. Zo here our par⸗ 
cialitie, and mal ice ſheweth it (elf moſt 
of all. For not onelp the Hebꝛue toung 
5 bath her facions of ſpeaking, but the 
Grekes, and Latines haue theirs alſo , 
whiche hetherto uo man hath dilcom⸗ 
mended, noꝛ dilbeautiſied. 

Moiꝛeouer manp haue wꝛikten, and 
that largelie of the conſtructions, and 
pꝛopꝛeties of Speache vſed bothe in the 
Greke,andLatine toungue, manp haue 
wꝛittẽ ok Schemes, and tropes. In the 
to bet occupied, the to lerne, and conne 


— booke , and with theim to en⸗ 
bꝛowder 


bꝛowder our oration, is compted a verp 
goodlp thing. In theſe tongues no man 
cöplainech of 5 factous of ſpeche d ther 
dc vcr! rare, leldomelp vied,Dulp the 
läguage of god foꝛ her owne maners of 
Tpeaking, kor her owne ügures ſtraunge 
to our Hearing, lemech kowie., ouglte. e 
lothelome:and worte pou whp:?Merelp | 
euen koꝛ that vnto the olde Adam, al is 5 
counted vile, whrrtlocuer is pure, x hea⸗ 
uenlie, à what is kerreket, vncleaue. and 
filchie, that pleaſeth rightwel, z is wel 
allowed. Olato is trãſlated inco the la⸗ 
tine tog, Aritotle is tranllated, lo is 
Luciau, Plucarche , Jrocrates , and a 
great manp of Greke Epigrammes. In 
the „What wis rugged is made mother, 
what was hard is mar eaſie, what lot 
ned not wel, is wel knit cogecher. WH 2t 
was out of courſe,ts let in good er, F 
zought to good Latine, that baſe es 
befoꝛe. ow if the Hebꝛuich maners of 
ah — cudicting do £9 greatly dil 
pleaf e pou, why dee poi not pꝛepare fo2 
vs Zatine iSibles : furelp euen becauſe. 
te wiitinges of Baranes d3 plieate pou 
better: hat a thing is this? To en- 
creaſe our SuvJaunce , wee tende our 
E. ij. childzen 
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thildꝛen into ffraũce, into Italie, æ into 


the fartheſt partes of Spatne to learne 
perkectlie the languages of thoſe nact- 
ons that thei map the better, the moze 
readilie tratfique With the Frechemen, 
Italiaus, & ſpaniardes. Here we lpare 
f02 uo labour. we ſpare fo2 no coſt. æ all 
is counted ſweece E profitable, Only to 
learne the holie tong, to accuſtome our 


lelues to her maners of ſpeaking, whi⸗ 


che bee lome what ſtraunge vnto vs, is 
thought painfull. + vup2ofitable.and a 
thing in no wiſe mete fo2 gentle wittes 
Lo thus in dede doeth our malice ſhewe 
it ſelk. Merelp ik to learne holie thinges 


we did beſtowe pea but half the time, x 


diligence, whiche it greueth vs not to 
waſt vpõ matiers nothing worth, holte 
ſcripture ſhold of vs be leſſe deſpiſed. s 
moꝛe ſhould be liked her kaciõs of ſpea⸗ 
king, though ſeldome in vſe. peat verp 
cuntting,+ cleckelit. Now touching the 
lerning in holt Ccrivture,J ſe not what 
other "_ true learning is, then verp 
Wiledome, neither what wiſedome is 
other then verp philoſophie . Fo2 Cicero 
himſelt in his leconde boke De off. laieth. 
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Of Scripture, 


hei that deſire wiſedime are called Philſi= 


Phers, neither is Philsſophie anie thing els by in- 
rcrpretationsthe the lowe of wiſedinc. And wiſe- 


dome(as1t is defined of the Philoſophers )is a ſeiz © 


ence of Gods maticrs and of mens,and of the cum 


ſes wherm thoſe thinzes be conteincd. 


After which faſhion Plato allo in the 
booke that he wiote De Philoſophia, 
ſheweth that the office 07 a Philoſo- 
pher is to know heauenlie thinges, and 
co gouerue woꝛldelie matiers, compꝛe⸗ 

endpng in that one, Philolophie con⸗ 
templatiue, and in the other, Philoſs- 
phie actiue. Foz the Platoniſtes de⸗ 
uide all Bhtiloſophie into Specula⸗ 


tiue, actiue, and Sermocinal. UAnto denen of 
Speculatiue thei haue appointed We⸗ eee 
taphplike, natural Phtloſophie, æ the ne 


Mathematicalles: vito actiue Cthi⸗ 


cal, Political, and Econoinical: vnto 


Sermocinal Srainnar, Logiaue, and 
Rhetoꝛique, And by Serinocinal, chei 
thought an entraunce to be made into 
J5t!otophie actiue and cötemplatiuc, 
in which &aveth the exerciſe, + Eregty 
of true wiſedome. Lf cyeſe chinoes it 
ceroalſo maketh mectoin His kerſt bone 
De Academicts queſtionibus, Furs 
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Biblis. 


Teſtament⸗ 


n ___=@a, 
i i ß atgnne | 


ther ik holie wiirte lacke learnpng, 
then lacketh it wiſedome alſo, that is, 
ſcience of godlie and worldlie matiers, 
Againe, if the holie bookcs teache the 
bnowirge of thinges perteinpng to god 
and man, then ceache thei wiledome, © 
ſo conſequently true Shiloſcphie But 
let vs fe what thinges be entreaced of, 
and tangh in the Bibles , 02 this hea⸗ 
101717 Sgtioſophie, that therwith allo 
biiciche , and as it were by a thee , it 
. die a opere undo 5 reader what thing 
he ſgould loke koꝛ by KnoWwpng the Wi⸗ 
bles hob in the che goodnelle of god 
hiih tet Hut £9 the woꝛlde mot aboun⸗ 
dantlie 5 great riches of his high know 
leg: = Loiſdoine.Biblia in the plural nit 
bꝛe gut lp, are called volumes oꝛ bokes. 
473} n Srenc Biblos, oꝛ Bibliõ is a vo⸗ 
lume 02 boke. So this name is boꝛowed 
of che Grecians, anb geuen to the holie 
ſcripture, # ts as moche to ſaie as = 
lie bookes oz the booke of holte th 
ges. This ſelfe lame holie booke is . 
led ateſtament, and in dede ateſtamét 
both ea new. Sometime iu hotte 
titte, Zefament is taken fo the ela 
wille, and oꝛdinaunce of yan that is vts 
rug 


Gee, 
png, And after this ſpeakpng, we ſale, 


he made his teſtament, chat is, he teſtt⸗ 


fied the meanpng of his intnde, + ſhew⸗ 
ed how he woulde haue all thinges dil⸗ 
poſed and ordered, and bp a (rope called 
Metalepſis Teſtameunt is taken koz che 
thing it lelke that is bequethed. 4 10 02 


geuenes of ſinnes is in holie ſcripture 


called a teſtament. This wooꝛd Zeaas 
met is vled allo fo) a league, oꝛ couendt 
Foꝛ ©9d hath bound dun ſelte vnts vs 
bp a league, thewpng 5 cöditions ther⸗ 
ok, bothe that we ſtoulde lonke for of 
hint, £ = allo what we our kelues ought 
to dooe. The cudicions be, Gad wil be 
a true god, that is, a Father 5 in al ſuttici⸗ 
encie. æ plétikulnes to al men. And cher 
be bound to reuersce and worchip this 


God koꝛ their God in faith, innocencie, 


E charitie. And hitherto door belong al 
the pꝛomtſes: J am tp Sade the 20d 
of thy ſeede after the. The ſede of the 
woman (hal bꝛeane the head of 757 ba 
pence, In thy lede ail the tribes of the 
earth hal be bleed. Aga hitherto ger 
tein al the pꝛeceptes ot liupng. telpe⸗ 
riallie the. r.commaundemétes. £750: 
chalt haue no ſtraüg god bekoze ing — 12 
| 255 
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Be pe holie,fo2 J alſo amholte. Loue 
thp ncighboure as thp lelke. And this 
teſtament, and league, this oꝛdinacion 
of God is vnchaungcable, is one, and e⸗ 
uerlaſting. $02 there was neuer at anp 
time anp moe then one onelp churche, 
neuer but one onelp true faicth and re- 
ligion of laintes. Hod the haut we the 
names ok old # new teſtam etz Ucrelpok 
the maner of ſhewpng, teachpng, + deli 
Uerpng it vnto vs. As touching the ve⸗ 
rp lubſtaunce, it is but one onelp. Foz 
whoſocuer wel coulidereth what thin- 
ges were taughte oure kozekathers, he 


hal perceiue that thapoccles of £ hꝛiſte 


haue taught vs none other. To them tt 
was ſhewed that there was one God, 
that He onelp was to-be wo? lhtpped , 
that in ſpirite, innocencie, and fatcth, 
Aldo that there is one oulp iuſtice, and 
redeption of the woꝛld. ouely one pꝛieſt 
and true ſacrifice. tuen J eus Thiiſte 
the konne of God. + man. Immoztalit ie 
alſo of ſoules, æ riſpng again of the bo⸗ 
dies to be hoped fo2 of Cod. And what 
other thinges haue the Apoſtles of the 
Aue taught vs? So then * 
(he 
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N Of Scripture. 
the ſubſtance of kateth, and of the Te- 
ſtament, al one, and the verp ſclfe lame 
thing is taught to vs bothe. Now fo: Þ 

' mancrhowe all one, and the iclte ſaine 

thing was taught vnto vs, and them, 

Paule wꝛiteth and ſaicth. Vnto cin Fre- 

fathers allthinges did chaunce ina figure, and 
to vs he thoſe thinges come without a fie gure. 

62: God hath geuen Thꝛiſt vitto vs, 
whiche is the perfection of the lawe, 
that now we lhoulde wozlhip as pꝛe⸗ 
ſent. and paſt, that is, complete, and kuk 
filled, that whiche our fozekathers had 
in a ſhadowe, as pet to be kulkilled, oz 
rather to be loked koz. And thus is ſene 
the dinerſitic in the faſhts of teaching, 
Thei had figures. we haue the thing it 

; ſelf, Thet retoiſed in out ward (hinges 

and ceremontales, we without figures 
enioie ſpiritual thinges that were [ig- 
nikied. And hitherto perteineth p pꝛieſt 
hode of Aaron, and the diuers bloudte 
kindes of Cacrifices , the figures of the 

pꝛieſthode and lacrifice of Thꝛiſte. And 
by this diuerlitie in teachpng, riſe thele 
| wo2des, olde, and newe teſtament. Fox 


| that trachpng,wherby our religt 0 was 
| taught 
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Oldetedgaitic 


The diomtie 
taught our fozefathers in tppes and fi⸗ 
gutes, is called the olde teſtament, but 
that which without keures delcribeth 
and ſheweth vnto vs Thꝛiſte the per⸗ 
fecktö ot the lawe, is called the newe te⸗ 
ſcament. not therkoꝛe newe, becaule the 
olde fathers znewe not Lhziſte, but by 
conkerrpug x lettpng it together with 
the olde, and becauſe a new people.cue 
(He conregation of gentiles is receiued 
into this league thiouch Chꝛiſt, æ pꝛea⸗ 
chyng of the goſpel, And herebp now 
pou matc the better perceiue howe the 
bible is called the olde & new teſtam kt. 
Foꝛ the ſelte witten bookes of the bi⸗ 
bles are no moꝛe the newe teſtament it 
ſcife.then the tables & wit inges teſta⸗ 
mentarie, oꝛ of leagues, are the teſtamẽt 
oꝛ league it ſelfe: and pet ot all men be 
thei called the teſtamẽt + league. Thus 


or the thing that ther doo deſcribe, thet 


take this name. Becaule then 5 in the 
konner bokes ok the Bibles be | Sobel 
precepſes. pꝛomiſes factes_rites.fradtz 


tions and diutrs wales. wherbp Cod 


Ha th inſkructtd + ledde mankinde in his 
leſtanent. in bis league, + true religiö, 
chores) e talk , (hei called it the old te⸗ 
Re 


ttament. And becauſe the latter bookes 

declare vnto vs how in Thꝛiſt al thin⸗ 
ges are fulfilled. mate new e in ded ce⸗ 
ſtoꝛed again, how alſo a newe people 
gathered together of the Icwes e gen⸗ 
tils is ioigned into one bodies in faith 
# charitie woꝛchip God in Chꝛiſt. ther: 
foze were theſe boockes called the ne we 
teſtamgèt. Touchpug the ticle + purpoſe 
of our heuslie philolophie, thus moche 
haue we ſpoke in general. Akter wil we 
bꝛieflie expoune what matter eis cötei⸗ 
ned in ech boke leuerallie. But fl. i wil 
J ſpeake ſomewhat of placyng þ bokes 
of the olde and new teſtament, and how 
7 ſtande in oꝛdꝛe. 
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Newteflams! 


S. Dierome in the preface fo the bones The numbze 
of kinges, k Daniel, ſheweth 5 the olde 9. eee 


teſtamẽt is diuited by theHebanes into tre cue Te⸗ 
the lawe, the pꝛophetes, & holte bookes de ment. 
wꝛitt ẽ bp holie men, called in greke 774- 
giograuha. So he nũbꝛelh of the lawe. v 
bokcs: Cœncſis, Exod, Iciiiti. Niumeri, Deuterb. bꝛe. 
& this he maketh che firſt oꝛdꝛe. Zn the 
leconde, whiche he calleth of pꝛophetes, die. 
he putteth. vii. bookcs.Joſuc, Judoes, 
wherunto he ioien * the little babe Y 
Aut 
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Ruth, Samuel, Malachim, Elate, Je- 
remie with his lamktations, Czechiel, 

aud the. rü. pꝛophetes. He allo hath no⸗ 

ted that theſe. xit. pꝛophetes be not nũ⸗ 

zed of the Hebꝛues, and the xx. inter⸗ 


pꝛetours in al one ozdꝛe, and the inter⸗ 
pꝛetours to reken thus; Oleas, Amos, 
Michc as, Jocl, Abdias, Jonas. Mahũ, 
Abacuk, Sophonias, Haggeus, zacha⸗ 
rias, Malachias. The Zebuues to fo⸗ 
low this oꝛdꝛe. Oſeas, Joel, Amos, Ab 
dias, Jonas, Micheas, Hahum, Aba⸗ 
Cui. Sophonas, Haggeus, zacharias, 
Malachias The bookes called Hagio⸗ 
Magiographa grapha he rehtarſeth. ix. Job, the tal 
mes, Whiche is compꝛeheded in. v par⸗ 
ticions, and one volume, the Barables 
ot Sola:non his Eccleſiaſtes, the TLan⸗ 
ticles, che boone of Daniel, the Thꝛoni⸗ 
cles, Ci dꝛas, to whiche is ioigned Me⸗ 
hemias, and the boke of Eſter. Al theſe 
put together, he thinketh of tholde law 
to be gathered xxii t bokes. De warneth 
vs pet that there be lome, which count 
the booke ok Buth , and the Lamenta⸗ 
tions of Jeremie emongDagtographa, 
and let theim in this oꝛdze . Firſt the 
booke 
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/ boke of Paralipomenon whiche with vs is ">, 0 
> | Dfuided into two bokes, then ther / nes 
the Prouerbes of Solomon nexte, after them 
Iob. Ruth koloweth him , Eccleſiaſtes hath 
the ſirte place, the Lmctacions of Hieremit 
; the ſenenth. the Canticles the eight, Eher 
the ninthe⸗ Daniel the tenthe. Zſalas and 
his cöpant:öd Nehemias the laſt. The holie 
wiitinges Wwhiche be next in aucthoritp 
to the bokes of the fir. + leconde oꝛder. 
thoſe bp likclthod thei called Hagwographe 
as firſt w2iltte,& made bp holie men, the 
other aſcribe thei toGod himſelf, affirs 
| * him, and not man to be the maker 
/ of theim. 18 
To bpeake kreelp, as J thinke , J winde on 
doe not lee why by as good reaſonGod duns bels 
maie not bee accoumpted to be the ma: 
ker ok theſe bookes, aſwel as of thother 
and wo thet of the firſte, and leconde 
oder maie not in likewile be called H- 
giographa. Saincte Peter ſpeaking of all 
the Pꝛophetes, aſwell of Dauid, Dant: 
el, and Solomom, as ofother; Xo prophe- . 
cie in the Scripture ( laieth he) hath any pri- * 
wate imerpretacion. For the holze Scripture came 
neuer by the wil of man, but holie men of GOD 


| Ce Hale 
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„ moued by the boli Ct 


Uerelp that theſe bee of cquall auc⸗ 
toꝛitie with the other, it is pꝛoued parts 
Ip by manp Argumenkes, and eſpeciallp 
by this , that the ORDER Jeſus, 
and the Apoſtles in teaching „and con⸗ 
firming true, and ſounde Keligione . 
vſed alwell the Teſtpmonies of the 

Plalmes, of Daniel, and other bookes 
emong thoſe called Hagiographa, As 
of Moles, Elaie, and other. 


| There bee ſome, whiche of the ma⸗ 


| 


An other dint» tiers that the bockes treate ok, diuide 
ron. all the Olde Teſtamente into fower 
partes. Into the Lawe, Hiſtories, 
Pꝛeceptes of Miledome, and Pꝛophe⸗ 
tes. Df the Lawe, thet recken fine 
Bookes, whiche bee well knowen to 
all menne. Thirtene of Diſtoꝛies:Ioſue, 
Iudlicum, Ruth tower of the Ringes two 
of Par. (pon enon, Ejaras, Nehemias, Heſther, 
and L Ok wiſedome the count thoſe 
thꝛee moſte excellente of Solomon the 
wiſeſte of all moꝛtall Menne $ Into 
the Pophetes thei putte the JPſal- 
(nes 
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mes the kower greate P2ophetes , and 
the twelue leſler. 1 


J wil not kepe from pon the Jud⸗ 


again Appion. 


There bee not with vs(TCaieth he) mnumera- 
ble volumes dliſcording one with an other emong 
theimſelues- But there be onely twoo and twentte 
 bookes whiche contemne the iuſte order of al tunes, 
whiche alſo are righthe beleucd to bee written 
thronghe the int hiration of GODDE . Of them. 
fue bee called the Bookes of OTS ES, con- 
teinyng Lawes ofliuyng, the firſte Creacione of 
Manne,and his offfringe vntul the death of May 
ſes himſelfe. And from that time vnto Artax- 

erxes, whiche emong the Perſians reigned after 
Xerxes, the Prophetes, and ſoche as lined at thoſe 


elaies haue write inthirtene bokes the actes that 


were doen. The other fower teache Hymnes, & 
praiſes to god warddes, preceptes & rules of lneyng. 
From Artaxerxes vntill our time all thinges bee 
witten, whiche yeat neither are woerthte ſo greate 
ereclite; nor ſo to bee eftemed as are the firſte ma- 
tiers: Euen for this verelie, that the Prophetes fi 
towed not fill in one courſe ne after other, nm 

Ci. whrowhly 


- 


inente:of Jofes 
gemente of Joſephus touching the bo- phus touching 


kes of the Olde Teltamente-viſputing dete boobs. 
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throughly be knowen what thei were. 3 
Zo thele wooꝛdes ſtreightwaies he 
addeth, whiche greatelp ſefteth fooꝛth 
the aucthozittc of the Scriptures. Herely 
therefore it is plaine (Cateth he) how renerently 
we vſe our ſcriptures. For inſo many hundred ye- 
res comming.Q:;d going, neuer durſt any man put 
to, take a waic, ner chaunge anything: but into all 
men of our nations this fateth in maner grafſed. 
To beleue alltheſe to be the decrees of GOD , and 
for euer to abide in theim, and fur theim, (if the 
matier ſo require) gladhe to leaue their lines 
4  Dither(o be the wooꝛdes of 7% hut 
i And J moche allowe this Judgemente 
of his touching the bookes of Diui⸗ 
nitie: Whiche Ciprianus,02 Rufus, (fot 

| fo thinketh C/ anus in the Seucnthe 
booke of the onelp begotten ) welntghe 
kolowing in therpolicion of the Trede. 
maketh ſoche an oꝛder of the holie boos 
kes as hath ſemed al wales vnto me beſt 
and plaineſt. He letteth together al the 
Hiſtoꝛicall bookes, then the wittinges 
ok the pꝛophetes, almoſte in this wile. 
Firſte he putteth the fine bookes of 
Moſes , next the Pꝛophetes called of 


K The 92der of 


+ Goff {me the kozmer Dꝛophetes, that -- 
F the 


ot 
the booke of Joſue, of Judges, of Ruth 
twoo of Samuel, and two ok Ringes. 


To theſe ſtreightwates he ioigneth the 
other bookes of Hiſtozies, two of Pa⸗ 


kralipomenon, Deſter, and twoo of Ec⸗ 


dras. After thele he etteth theP2ophe- 

tes, whiche we call the greater. Xſatfe, 
Jeremie. Czechiel, aud Daniel. To the 
he ioigneth the 1Bookes of the twelue 
leller, whoſe names are rehearced atoꝛe 
Laſt of al he ſetteth the other excellent 
Bookes repleniſhed with all kinde of 
heauenlie doctrine, The booke of Job. 

the Plalmes, and thꝛe bookes of Solo- 
mon, & within this nũbꝛe both certein 
x platne he includeth al the Tanonicall 
Books of the olde Teſtament , Net- 
ther didde the Biſhoppe of the moſte 
auncient Thurche of Saradis, noꝛ that ex⸗ 
cellent learned man 0r72enes doctour of 
the Apoſtolicall Schole at Alexandria, 
reken vp anp moe vnto Delitus. Ok that 
one Euſebius maketh mencion in the fo- 
werth booke.and ſtue and twentte cha⸗ 
piter Eccleſtaſticæ Hiſtoriæ , aud of 
that other in the ſirth boke,+ eighteenth 


Lhapttrc, Net in placing thein thei vie 
L. iij. not 


I newe Teda. 


—— — 


The dionitie. 


not all one oꝛder, as after the diuerſitie 
of examplers, and wil of the Scriueners 
pou maie finde (J doubte not) theſe holp 
Bookes otherwile oꝛdꝛed alſo:one ſet⸗ 
ting that befoze , whiche an other pla⸗ 
ceth dehinde, moued not ſomoche bp rea 
ſon as bp wil. and plealure. But a wiſe 
reader will not paſſe great ip hereupon, 
knowing that wee ought pꝛincipallp to 
regarde not the oꝛder, but the matter. 
Neither woulde J mp ſelfc haue ſtande 
fo long herein ., hadve J not wiſte ſome 
menue ſo earneſtlp to require, and icke 
foꝛ ſoche an exacte, and curious hande- 


lung ok this matier, 


Ander ok the 


Hookers of the 


The newe Teſtamente is finiſhed 
in ſeuen and twentie bookes . Fo? the 
Euangelicalle Hiſtoꝛie is ſettefoo:th 
bothe in kower 1Bookes . and by kower 
Writers. The Actes ok the Apoſttes 
are conteined in one Booke. The Epi⸗ 


ſtles of Saincte Paule bee coumpted 


fowertene, To the Rojnatnes one. Zo 
the CLoꝛinthians twoo. To the Gala- 
thianes. Epheſianes, Phillipianes, and 
£olloſſians one a piece. To the Thel⸗ 
ſalontas twoo: As manp to Timothie, 

one 
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Of Feriprare 
one to Tite, one to Ohilemon, and one 
to the Hebzues, After theſe folowe ſe⸗ 
uen Epiſtles Catonicall , One of Ja- 
mes, twoo of Peter, thꝛee of Jhon the 
Apoltle. and one ok Judas. Laſte is the 
Apotalpps made, and publiſhed byJho 
the Apoſtle. Bp theſe bookes the Ta⸗ 
non of the newe Teſtamente to bee kul⸗ 
lp perkeicte, all the auncient Witers, 
and the holteſt Doctours with one con⸗ 
ſent dooe teſttfte , and agree, Saincke 
Hierome in thoſe his pzefaces , Augu⸗ 
ſtine in his ſetonde Booke, and eighte 
Lhapitre , De Doctrina chriſtiana. Lf 
pꝛiau alſo in thexpolition of the Lrede 
Dritgene varieth nothing from thei, 
laue that hee ſheweth certeine Bookes 
to bee in this Tanon, ok whiche ſome 
menne haue ſomewhat doubted.As foz 
the Epiſtle ok Baule to the Hebꝛues. 
I ſaie( ſaieth he) As it hath been taught mee 
of mine Elders, that it is Vaules n 
lie, and that all our forefathers haue [a taken it. 
Thus ſaiecth Euſebius in the (irte boke 
the eighteeuthe Lhapitre De Ecclſtaſtica 
Hiſtoria ; And he alfo folowing gn 


wꝛiteth thus. 
L. ilu. To 


Et", 
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Fo afſiene , and marke out all the Canon of the 
ne we Teſtamente, firſt lette vs igne together the 
frwerſquare heauenly Chariotte of all the Go. 
eenfcbiug tou: Pelles. Couple to theim the Actes of tha A poſtles, 
© rhingtye bos and after,theEpiſiles of Paule, whiche be plainly 
— onen to be fowertene had in aucthoritie. et am 
Int ienoraunte the Latines to bee m doubte tou- 
H the Tpiſile to the Hebrewes. Then ſet the fist 
e piſtle of Ihõ, the firſt of Peter ali. Of theſe neuer 
was there any daulte at all. There bath been of 
the A pocalyps, the Epiſtle of Tames,of Inde,of 
the ſeconde of Peter, of the ſeconde, and thirde of 
Than, whether thei were his that was the Euange- 
liſſe, or els ſome others of that name, 


Theſe be the wooꝛdes of Exſebius tir 
his thirde booke.the thirte,and kiue. and 
twentie [Thapiters. But J haue pꝛoued 
ellwhere that the aucthozitte of holie 
ſcripture is not appatred bp the doub⸗ 

— ting of ſome, ſeing it is not confirmed, 
ratiſied, and eſtabliſhed bp Depoſiti⸗ 
ons, and opiniones of Menne, but ap⸗ 
p296yed to bee inkalliblie true by the 
mote ſure Sentence, and appꝛobation 
of almiahtie and euerlaſtyng SMD. 
In the libꝛarie of the churche of Tigu⸗ 

rie 


 OfSamm 

Tic. there is in the vpper part of the col: 
lege, a verie olde and true exampler of 
che Bible wittten by hande, which pla⸗ 

keth fire the. vij. Epiſties Canonical, 
euen in the lame oꝛdꝛe that thet stande 
with vs. The epiſtle ot James (:adeth 
fir, Peter next, John after, the Jude, 
and the. xiiij.Epiſtles of aule laſt, of 
whiche, that to the Bebꝛues dandech 
bindemoſte In that erainpler the {- 
uangecliſtes are let kirſt, the Actes fo- 
lowe nerce. laſt akter al the Epiſtles is 
ſette the Apocalpps, And thus moche 
haue we ſpoken. touchyng then mbar, 
oꝛdꝛe, and diſtinction of the bokes ot the 
moſte ſacred Bible. Now cone we to 
the argumentes and bꝛieke expoſitions 
of eche booke leut rallie of eicher Te⸗ 
ſtament. 

Moſes. as a golden cöduit, and fire 
kather, by whom the heauenlie doctrine 
is franflaced from Godde to man. com⸗ 
pꝛehending all vertue, and true wiſe - 
dome in fine bookes, bath taught the⸗ 
Came. and whatſoeuer he hath ſcribed 
from the creacion of the woz2lde vntill 
* owne time, with loche diligence, 

L. v. truech 
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krueth, and vpꝛightneſſe, that he ſemeth 
none other wile to haue let it out, then 
he had receiued from abouc. and by the 
lecrete inſpiration of the holle ghoſt. As 
koꝛ Þ lawe it leite, as it was deliuered 
hun from god, ſo did he publithe,+ (end 


it ab2oade . Wherunto he ioigned the 


actes ot. xl. peres, whiche ſpace Ilrael 


wädꝛed in deſert him ſelf being a great 


part of thoſe thinges. that there were 
doden, and ſcen. Theſe bookcs contcine 
the hiſtoꝛie of two thoulande, fine hun⸗ 
dꝛed and ſeuentie prares, wherof the 
Geneſrs Hath, ü.M., ij. c. T. rc. Foꝛ tro A⸗ 
dan to che tude are M. vi. c. vt, peres 
£951 the kludd vnto Abzahams going 
out of Thaldee. ccc. lxiij. From thence 
vnto the death of Joleph. cc. xc. In Evo- 
aus be the reſt of their afflictiõs, and the 
actes of their going out in the firſt pere 
The other.iij.bokes inake vp the ſpace 


of xl. peres, in whiche the: wandzed in 


deſert, and al this put together maketh 
455 = b, c. Ixx.peres. 

Zoe ſirſt booke declareth the begin⸗ 
A. 7 and cauſes of all thinges. ſpecial⸗ 


lic che creation ol man, how it was fro 
the 


—— — 


Of Scripture, 


the beginnpug, how he fell and was re⸗ 


ſtoꝛed again, how all men came of one, 

and being diſperſed though the 021d, 
dy enoꝛmeous faultes angredGed. and 
cauſed the fludde to come vpon them. A⸗ 
gaine . how thei thar were laued in the 


ſame gaut the begtinpng to all king⸗ 


domes: laſt, of Abꝛaham, Jſaac,and Ja⸗ 
cob holie P2ophetcs . whiche liued be⸗ 
koꝛe the lawe waitten in tables, the li⸗ 
ues, condicions, maners, religion, na⸗ 
cable dedes and laipnges be dilcribed, 
and how thei deſcended out of the lande 
of Thanaan into Mgtpf, Fo? theſe and 


other good men, this firſt bone of Mo- 


ſes was called of ſome., The bocke of infle 
men. Pet with vs and our elders hath 
their naming pꝛeuatled, whiche called it 
Cencſis, doubtleſſe of the generation and 
beginnyng ofa] thinges, at which Mo⸗ 
ſes beginneth his booke. 


The leconde boke declareth how the Srodus 


Iſraelites oppꝛelled in Egipt by Oha⸗ 


rao, + deliuered by their capitain Mo- 


fes, were ledde into deſert through the 
redde ſea. how thei fought ag ainſt the 
Imalechetes, g were kedde with bꝛeade 


chat 


P” of 
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that rained downe krom heauen, how 
at the commaundemkẽt of God thei did 
create a Magiſtrate, and at the laſt re⸗ 


ceiued lawes alſo, delcribpug, lettyng 


out, and commaundpng true religion, 
holie maners, rites, ceremontes, and 
finallit al due and good oꝛdꝛe in the coz 
mune wealthe. Here alſo is touched a 
little their ſhamekuil offence, that thet 
did in woꝛſhipppng the golden calke. 
And ok their cominpug out of Mgipte, 
whereot it pꝛincipallie treateth, this 
bose (s called Exodus, 
— this ioigneth Leuiticus, ſo cal⸗ 
d of the Leuitical miniſteries, which 
0 ke acheth, It cheweth ſundꝛp kindes 
of Tacritices, "eg. pollucions, inke⸗ 
ctions, general cletpng ot Cinnes. law⸗ 
ful a vnlawkul mariages, e like other, 
It lpeaketh a little of ciuill Gouer⸗ 
naunce, but kpeciallie ok holte rites, oz 
cuſtomes, — we might laie, the bi⸗ 
ſhopycs * 1iawes, Here mate we 
2 ow ever — and learned pꝛieſtes 
ought tobe, All the miſteries of the go⸗ 


Coet. the yꝛieũhode a ſacriffce of Chꝛiſt, 


his vertue F power., ta, and our whole 
re⸗ 


| D Mm — 
rediptis couertlie wꝛapped in figures; 
ts here thꝛoughlie confetned, 


The fourth booke is called Numeri Kune 


peradukture of this, that in it the pros 
ple of Fſrael are 1 5bzed , It declareth 
the actes from the ſecond pere of their 
going out of Egipt, eue vnto the death 
of Moſcs, Jn it be manp notable exͤ⸗ 
ples of ſlondꝛie cõmocions, æ ruſtlinges 
emog rebellious people. There is ſhew 
ed what euill ende ſcdiclous perſones 
come vnto, + what inarue:lous chaun⸗ 
tes happen fo the rulers them lelues. 
Moſes of all menne meſte conſtant 
and pactent ſuffred vntollerable thin⸗ 
ges dooen to him, boche by his owne 
people,. and other koꝛeins to, and pet he 
him ſelfe is not kautleſſe neither. Ma⸗ 
np (hinges are in this boke, which per⸗ 
teine to religion, and ciuil gouernaũce, 
ſpeciallie this: That biſhoppes ought 
not to klie from intermedlpug wpth 
matiers oi the comon weale. ns? a ctuik 
oficer to paſſe little vpon religion. Al⸗ 
moſt at the ende be delcribed great bat⸗ 
tailes, and certatne lawes are declared 


Ac in the great plaine of Moab. 
The 


Denn 


Jou. 
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The fikt and laſt booke we called Don 


Seuterono. teronomium, 0) ſe conde lawe, and as pou 


woulde ſaie, The lawe trpouned now 
the ſecond time. This is added ok Mo⸗ 


les vnto the ether akoꝛe, as a bytefe of 


all heauenlie Shiloſophte. In it is con» 
teined all that euer lerueth to liue welk 
and vertuoullie. The bꝛiekeneſſe there⸗ 
of is moche commended and ſet by, and 
is a plaine commentarie ot the ten com⸗ 
maundementes , This Booker the 
Loꝛde woulde haue ſtill in the handes 
of his people, wherin he hath ſo oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛed all matiers, as to all degrees and 
ages thei mate be moſte inete and cons 


uenient. 


The booke of Jolue declareth pꝛin⸗ 
cipallie the trueth of Goddes promiſes 
Dob aftcr the death ot Moſes the peo⸗ 
ple of Jſrael bp the leadpug of Joſue 
(of whom the booke hath his name. as 
of the chieke perlone) were b: zought in⸗ 
to the lande of pꝛomiſe, the pꝛinces and 
people of the Tananites vainquiſhed # 
deſtroied, in puniſhment koꝛ their great 
ſiunes. It hath a goodlic 
0 


on of the holie Lande, and cheweth 
viito. vs an erample of a verie good 
Biince, and obedient people , It con- 
teineth ö hiſtoꝛie ot xx vi.peres, oꝛ ther⸗ 
about. 


The Booke of Judges taltth his 
name of the Judges of Ilrael, whole 
actes and gouernaunce it declareth. 
And countpug Joſue him fclfe, there 
were emong the people thirtene Jud- 
ges, not as Ringes, and Monarches, 
but paſtours , pꝛeſidentes, and conſuls 
ok free people. Here is let out a kre ſtate 
with manp chaunges, victoꝛies, flaugh- 
ters, Oppieſlious, Deliucries. iudge⸗ 
mentes . and commocions , Alto the 
mutabilitte of the commons alwates 
readp to the woꝛſt, dtuerſe heauie chair- 
ces, the fight betwirt religion, and ſts 
perſttciou is here declared. It is a mir⸗ 


rour ok that weale publique where 


is no head officer, but tuerie man kolo⸗ 
weth what liketh him beft;+ it ſheweth 
what cuct endithat to moche libe rt ie co⸗ 


meth vnto. Ty enſueth ciuilt battai, 
and 


Ju dges 


» 
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and deſtruction within theim fclues, 
The hiſtoꝛie is of. cccxxxvi.peares, acs 

1 countpng hereunto the time of Jolſue, 

and.rxrittj. percs out of the miniſtrati⸗ 

f on of Delte, 

2h The 1lc:tie booke of Rath toke the 

name of the chieke perſon. It treateth of 

no high maticr, but ſheweth how alter 
harde happes, and greuous teptattions 
cometh a merie ende: and that vertue 
is rewarded, ik we cotinne ſtil in good⸗ 
nelle, and refuſe not honeſt labour. It 
hath a rchear fall of Danids oꝛ rather 
of Meſſias kinred very pꝛofitable koz 
that that koloweth, and the vndeꝛſtan⸗ 
dpug of the pꝛomile of God, This hi⸗ 
ſtozie perteineth to the times of the 

Judges. 

After thts kolowe. ij. bokes of Samu- 
Samuel and el, and. ii. bookes ofkinges, a wooꝛke of 
kinges. many and ſondzee matiers, very pꝛoki⸗ 

table, and full of learnpng, Bp moſte 

% notable examples in them, be declared 

oy and confirmed the lawes, and pzomiſes 

5 of GOD, Dut of theim alſo are 

made the Olalmes, and homeltes of the 


Pꝛophetes, To be ſhozte, emong = 
elf 
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beſt, goodlieſt, cunningeſt, and molle ne* 5 
ceſſarte bookes of the Scripture theſe 5 
be not the laſte. The booke of Judges ö 


che weth a ſtate of gouernaunce, where 
the people, 02 rather the chiefe emong 
them dooe beare rule. The Hiftozie of 
Samuel, æ of the Ringes ſetteth out in 
his colours a Monarchie, oꝛ one highe 
gouernour, deſcribing not onelp what 
a Ring is, but the facions alſoof al his 
Lourte.and JKingdome. bee it good, oz 
ciuell ; Bere mate pou finde how lawes 
be chaunged, religion kept, oꝛ neglected, 
notable examples alſo of Mertue, and 
vice, of trueth, kalſhod, pꝛudence, iuſtice 
of pꝛinces, and pꝛieſtes, bothe good, and 
badde. But who is hable in kewe wooꝛ⸗ 
des to compꝛehẽde the great var ietie, æ 
pꝛolite of matiers in theſe bones? The 
firſt chie lte delcribeth the gouernaunce 
of Samuel, and Saul: The leconde of 
Dauidethe third painteth out the glozie 
of So!loino, + how. mightie kingdomes 
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decaie except thei be mainteined bp fer- . 
uent loue of Godlineſle, religiõ, vertue. | 
and concoꝛde: So in the latter parte 
is lhewed how the Minges of the Jſira- 

Di. elites 


* | = - he dronine 


elites, and Jewes-wounded, and killed 
eche other how to their great cot; and 
charge theie hiered the Mgiptianes ; ; 
and Aſſprians to aide the im, and there- 
by gaue-occaſtone to inuade the Ring⸗ 
dome of Jſracl ; as it is declared in the 
fowerth booke : Where alſo pou mate 
ſee, a litle befoze their captiuitie, how 
greate miſcrie thei were in vnder Zcco- 
mas, in the pere after the making of the 
woꝛlde, thꝛee thouſande,fower hundred 
and thirtie. Fo: the Hiſtoꝛie of Samu⸗ 
el compꝛehendeth an hundzed, euen the 
twentie latter peres of Heli. Fower⸗ 
Actes:and fowertie of Damd. The two 
bookes of the Ringes vnto the Tapti- 
uitie haue kower hundzed twentie and 
fire peres, and ſixe Monethes To 
whiche, ik pou put the peres of the Hil⸗ 
toꝛie of Myyſes, and Judges, pou ſhall 
finde thꝛe thouſand fower hundzed,and 
thirtie peres. Adde hereunto the ſeuentp 
of the Taptiuitie in Babilone, and pou 
thall haue from the twentie of HEZ, 
kower hundꝛed ninetie, and thꝛe peres, 
and ſixe moncthes , But into the 2 
ze 
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de ok leuentie peres pou muſte put the 
litle booke of Heſter. 


It ſeemeth thoſe thinges wꝛitten of Hetter. 


her to haue been dooen vnder 4:aves, 


vn to whome the myghtie Monarche 


Euilmerodach, ſõue to the moſt victoꝛious 


Nabuchodonozer,peraduCcter had geut rule 
vpon thoſe people, whom the firſt chap. 
of Heſter pcketh of, Theſame ma(as far 
as wee can geſſe by the ninthe of Daniel) 
by likelthod was called. ¶ucrus, a woꝛde 
of Regall dignitie, his pꝛoper name be⸗ 
ing Aſtiages, tuen the verp ſame that by 


the mothers ſide was graundfather to 


Darius, not Darius the ſonne of Hiſtaſſis, 
but of that auncient edian ſurnamed of 
Zcnophon Cyaparis, which caried awate Da- 
niel W him into Neaca, eu? the alſo poſ- 


ſelling.ii.c.xx.great Loꝛdſhips. Foꝛ.vi 
whiche his father. T Duerus, (as it is ſaid 


in the firſte Thapiter of Heer) poſſeſſed 
were come vnto the Peyans, vnto whom 
at the laſt p remnaunt alſo, were ſubrect 
after the death of Darius the ede, whole 
Daughter Cys hadde maried, bepng 
Clictour, Loꝛde, and Ringe of Babi⸗ 
lon, Mede. and Pei, But bowſocuer if 
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de, in this beoke is delcribed the court⸗ 
lic life, fcenſhe, madde, and pernt⸗ 
cious , There all thunges are gaie, and 
gallaunt, mere liue at pleaſure, and bp 
riotous exct ſſe loſe al thei haue. Manp 
heauie chaunctes, great penſikeneſle, pe⸗ 
rill. and heinous treaſon is there allo, 
The pioude, and rebellious quene J 


V, is compared with the lowelie, and o⸗ 


bedient Heir , Arman is a paterne of an 
ambiciovs, vntuſt, and cruell tiraunte. 

from baie.* love Fare enhannſed into 
the toppe of highe dienitte, and fooꝛth⸗ 
with caſe downe Headlong. ending his 
like on the gallowes, an example to vs 
of vnſtabie toztunc.and what thei ſhall 
come to, thac acue cruell counſail. Wut 
Nardlochtus xt pꝛettuteth a vertuous loꝛd 
Cand!ttg on alure cx:und. though his 
wiſedome lauing hund elle, and his pto⸗ 


ple, and by his pꝛu deute counſarl doing 


moche good to other koꝛeire ÞP2inccs, 
As the litle Wolume of Zuth. ſo this 
alſo talcth 515 name of the chicfe per- 


ſone. 
Now folowe the Bockes, whiche 


declare what happened to the people of 
Cod 


wy 
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Of Seripture. · 
GOD affer their deliuerance.Eldras 


euen at the firſte preacheth the tructh 
of Goddes pꝛomiſe. Jn capttiuitie thee 


crie to the Loꝛd e. and be heard. Seuen⸗ 


tie peres expired, bp kauour of king Lp⸗ 
vus, thee retourne into Jewꝛie, with 
Golde. and riche giktes to be put in the 
Temple being made vp again. Thei ſet 
vp an altare, and hat them to building, 
but the woꝛke was let two and fower- 
tie peres. At laſt vnder Darius the põ⸗ 
ger the Temple was kiniched. Then 
came £(d2as.rencwed the Lawes, coꝛ⸗ 
rected the faultes of the people , aud 
pꝛelates. 


Akter him came Nehemtas;, and wal⸗ Neyeraias 


led the Citie,caſed the people from hard 
Sractions, burdennes, and vſurtes, bp 


witce , and ue iledome holpe the Citi⸗ 
zeines, and amended that was amille, 


The Souldioures of Antich:ite , and 


their Traktes, wherebp the bulldinge 


might not go koꝛwardes is here plain⸗ 


ip let out, and how ware men ſhould be 


to ouercomt thenemies of the people of 
GOD. This Diſtoze conteineth che 


ſcoꝛe and tenne peres. From the lirſt 
D. iii. of 


— —— — — 
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1 1 De digiu. = 


ot Cyrus vnto the twentte of Dæuius ate 


co umpted eight and ſiktie peres. From 
thence vnto the two and thirt ie are xi 
in whiche the walles were made vp. 
There remaineth the CThꝛonicles, 
whiche the Grekes, and Latines di⸗ 
uide into t wo bookes called Paralipome- 
non. oꝛ ſome thinges paſſed ouer in the 
koꝛmer Diſtoꝛie of the Ringes bee here 
rehearled. and ſpoken of moe largelie. 
Pet ſure it is ptheſe be not theCh2oni- 
cles of Juda and Iſrael, whiche many 
times bee meuctoned in the Bookes of 
Ringes. Daubtleſle thoſe wer molt co- 
ptous commentaries of the actes of the 
kinges of Juda, and Jſracl,now being 
lot through waſtful time. Some thinks 
thete to be a bꝛieke of this excellente hi⸗ 
ſtozie, namelp of the Ringes of Juda. 
Thei pꝛolite moſte to the expoſition of 
the ꝛophetes. Thus hitherto haue we 
rehearſed all the bokes of the diuine hi⸗ 
ſtoꝛie, whiche from the beginning of the 
worlde, vnto the building vp againe of 
the Citie of Jeruſalt. that is to the two 


and thirtie pere of Darius, is tchꝛe. M. 


ilii.C.lxxxviij.peres, and vi Bo 
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So manp ſhal he finde, wholoener wil 
diligentlp reade ouer the holte Hiſtoꝛie⸗ 

fo: we made this accoumpte bp the pe⸗ 
res of the Patriarches.cudges. Dukes 
and Ringes. Neither maketh it any 
matier that Joſephus , Xuſebius, and 
manp other folowe an other accoumpt. 
Me haue folowed the holp waiters, pea 
and the tvueth it ſelf, Mow to the other 


- bokes of holte Scripture, 
ob teacheth to beare pactentlp the m 


crofle of aduerſitie, and that not bp tri⸗ 
flpng pꝛeceptes of IBhiloſophic. but bp 
wonderful conſitration of Goddes p20 
uidence. Firſt of al is the hiſtoꝛie tt ſelf; 
how there was a certeine good, and iuſt 
man bꝛoughte to greate aduerſitie, and 
what ſhoulde bee the merueilous mea⸗ 
ning of God in this caſe, After the ma⸗ 
ter is diſcuſſed bp a gret diſpucatio:laft 
of all foloweth the croune, æ triumph of 
the victour. And in this boke is Mewed 
mo2e ſpncere philolophie, then in al the 
bokes5 euer al the philoſophers w2ote, 


ok the which none hath tought anp thig 


purelp in this matter.7heEpicures cal vs 
fro the croTe to delectacion, æ pleaſure, 


uf 
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Pſalmes- 


Denni. 8 


The Beripatetiques counke ſickeneſſe, 
pouertie, repꝛoche, and dilwoꝛſhippe e⸗ 
mong the greateſt eiuilles that can be. 
Lerteine Stoiqnes doe counſaile men 
that be in daũgier either to bꝛeake their 
owne neckes, either to hang. oꝛ kil them 
ſeines, oꝛ by Come other violente death 
co chikt fro their peine And other keache 
other thinges moꝛe fooltlhe; 

The booke of Plalmes is an heauen⸗ 
Ip woꝛke, treating diuers matters, and 


is both profitable. and pleaſaunte, It 


pleaſed God ( whiche touched bꝛieflp al 
Sciences) to ſpeake a litle ok Muſique 
alſo, and handle it purelp, ik perchaunce 
thereby men might be dꝛiuen krom vn⸗ 
cleane, aud wanton ſonges , So what- 
ſocuer cunning, and holie ſoges Dauid 
and ok his nacton other wiſemen, Poe» 
tes, æ pꝛeſtes haue wꝛittẽ of dinerſe mas 
tiers at diuerſe times, all thoſe woulde 
the moſt holie God ewe to the woꝛlde 
at ones, in this boke. The plalmes con⸗ 
teine the pꝛaiſes of god, and godlineſſe: 
manp exaumples alſo of calling vpon 
him, of prꝛaipng, complaining, thankes 
geuing, and earneſte repenting. 
Other 


Of Scripture, 

Other bokes there be wꝛitten ok dedes 
and laipnges bothe good and baddr. and 
of ſond2p duties that men ſhould dooe« 
But in thts pou mate learne all factons 

of all kindes of life, and how the ſer- 

uauntes of God ought to behaue them 

ſclues, whatloeuer chaũceth vnto the, 

This woo?d Pſalme ſigniſieth a long. 

and this title, The booke of Pſalmes, is to 

ſate, The bokes of longes. 

Touchpng Solomon, thou reade(lt Solomon. 

in the thirde booke of kinges, k fourth 

chapter. Solomon ſpakeainM. Prouerbes, and — 
bis ſonges were. M. v. But all thoſe we haue 
not. De hadde in his court to his fami⸗ 
liars holie and learned menne, whiche — 
though the pꝛouidence ok God gathe⸗ 
red of al thinges the beſte. and aſinoche 
as was mete koꝛ vs, & haue witten the 
ſame in. iii bookes. ä 

The fir(t is called Pꝛouerbes, 02 ſf- Wꝛouerbeg. 

tences, ſhoꝛt in dede, but witties ſwete, 

ſerupng generallle to many thinges, 
and manp men. In theſe he ſheweth 
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good and cuil, trueth, + faſhode. what = 

is to be deſired, and what to be eſchu- X 

ed, addpug here and there diverſe god⸗ 5 
lit 


Eccleſiaſtes, 


erm 


{te exhoꝛtatiõs. Some emong the Gre- 
cans haue defined a Pꝛouerbe to be a 
bꝛieke darke laipng pꝛolitable to mans 
life ; 02 woꝛthie to be marked foz ſome 
p20p2e noueltie therin, as laieth E⸗ 
ralmus. 

The leconde boke is called Eccleſiaſtes 
Eccleſia is a Greke wooꝛde, and ſigni⸗ 
ficth people called out to heare matiers 


ok the common wealth, Eccleſiaſtes is he 


Summum 


bonum. 


that ſpeaketh, oꝛ reaſoneth opeulp be⸗ 
koze them. So in this booke is imagined 
4 great multitude ok people to ſtande 
together contendpng einong the (clues 
of the Higheſt god thing, and Solomon the 
pꝛeacher to come foꝛthe, and condemne 
all their ſentences, ſaipng , Vanitie of 
vanities, and all thinges vanitie. Fo in the 
fi rſte part of the 1Booke he entreateth 
that famous queſtio , V hat is that higheſt 
gond thing, whiche in dede ts, to be ioig⸗ 
ned with God. and to haue the kruition 
of him koꝛ euer. Woherkoꝛe he replieth 
againſt them whiche Laie, it is in knows 
ledge of manp thinges, in pleaſure , in 
gloꝛie, in excellencie, oꝛ richeſſe. here 


alſo he ſheweth how thele thinges e 
us 


— 
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be well vled. In the later chapiters he 
teacheth how we map iudge of good x 
euil, oł thinges to be deſired and eſchu- 
ed, x that by ſoche ſentences, as he had 
befoꝛe in the Pzoucrbes, 

The thirde is the booke of Tanti⸗ 
cles, whiche is altogether allegoꝛical. 
F92 in kiguratiue ſpeache it teacheth, 
what, æ how good a thing it is to becou 
pled with God, the higheſt good thing. 
god is imagined to be the huſband, and 
the faicthfull ſoulle the lpouſe.Moche 
rehearſal is of loue, embꝛacing, kiſſpng 

weltauogednefte,and beaultie. Wherbp 
is dꝛawen out the nature, plcaſure, and 
ſtrength of loue, and ioignpng together 
with God, Fo it pleaſed his goodneſſe 
thus pꝛetelp to talke, and attemper him 
ſelfe to out affection, ſeing to man no⸗ 
thing is moꝛe lwete. noꝛ of greater ſtrẽ⸗ 
gth then ZLoue. Let no man therfoze 


concetue with him ſelfe anp koule, wan⸗ 


ton, oꝛ filthie thing. All chat is here, is 
holie, chaſte, and honeſt. It is called The 
ſong of ſonges. and as pou woulde ſaie,. 
the ſ moſte excellente Songe, ko that 


is the lignikication and ſtrengthe of 
the 


Canticles. 
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Wꝛophetes. 


=; dignitie 2 
the Hebzues doubipng. So thet laie. 


The holie of Hoke d that is, the holiect 
Ok all. 


Now folowe the bokes, oꝛacious, ſer⸗ 


mons, Dome lies, oꝛ declarations of the 
Iꝛophetes. Theſe were diuine Poets 
and ozatours, holie pꝛeachers,pꝛieſtes, 
choſen men, maſte rs of liupng, and ver⸗ 
tuous maners, euẽ ſoche as in holineſle 
ok like, in keruentuelle of [pirite, in con⸗ 
ſtaunce of minde kinallp in moſt God⸗ 
lie and etkecudus eloquẽce, were aboue 
all other moſte excellent and maruet- 
lous , And in that time 02 middle age, 

manp to haut fi62ithed . it is plaine , e⸗ 
mong whom were Samuel. Delias, 

Nathan. ZHeliſeus, Micheas the tonne 
of Jemla. whoſe ſermons we haue not 
wholie, but ſo farre fooꝛth as their ſai⸗ 
pnges and doinges are deſcribed in the 
holie hiſtoꝛie: pet as moche as is necel⸗ 
ſarie, and enoughe koꝛ vs, we haue re⸗ 
ceiued, as it were bp hand from one to 
another : that is.xvi.oꝛations, of thoſe 
that were moſte excellent. All thei di⸗ 
rect all their ſaipnges, and doopnges to 


the comon marke of the de 
the 
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thei wꝛite hiſtozies, partlie oꝛatiõs. In entercof the | 
hiſtoꝛies thei ſhewe examples of liuing, Wꝛopyetes 
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faith, and vertue,of.cheamsbe of Cod, 


his trueth and geodnelle. In their 0295 
tions the teache what is the nati re, # 
dilpoſition of God; what his will is, 


what thinges heis plealtdwitk al, how 
we houlde ſerue hun in faieth; veritie, 

iuſtice, hol ineſle, and charitie. Thei ex⸗ 
hort, dehoꝛte, and coumkozt. Thei gre⸗ 
youſlp rebuke linne, elpetiallie bꝛea⸗ 


king ot leagues-tdolatrie, falſbode, mur 


ther, periurie, guile, decetpt, viurie, op⸗ 
pꝛeſſion, mute. foznication. riot, adul⸗ 
terie and ſoche other enozmilits. Thei 
call vs bp all meanes to repentaunce. 


Tyhei ſet befoꝛe vs the pꝛomiſes, and be 
neſites of God, thei thꝛeaten his anger, 

ek greuous puniſhmẽt: Again of Aha 
the ſet of Abꝛaham, verie God, 
man, ot his blellpnges, redemptiö, — 


fication. kingdome, and all the miſterte 


| therof., of the callyng alſo ot the Geu⸗ 
tiles, puttpng await of the Jcwes, ho⸗ 
lineſle and glozie of the Lhurche , the? 
| talke and commune ſo plainlie, that a 
f man — chinke thei wꝛote an E- 


Uangelicak 
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uangelical hiſtozie 'of thinges that were 


paſt. and nos of thinges to come. And 
this is the common catent of all theſe 


holie pzophetes. of Whoſe bookes ſeue« 


 rallie J will now ſpeake alittle, 


Elaie, oue bꝛought vp in the liberal 


ſciences Vid pꝛophecie at the leaſt . lxx. 


peres, Foꝛ he floziſhed vnder Olea, Jo 
than. Achas, Ezechia, and Manaſſes, 
Howbcit though we take nothpng of 


the kingdome of Olea. and Manaſſes, 


the Empire of the other kinges lated 


Irc,peres , In the. v.firſt chapters, he 


blameth the cozrupt Cate of his time, 
calling them to repentaunce, Zhen tel- 
leth he a Uliſion that was ſhewed vnto 
him in the time of Jothã: After that he 
ſetteth the Oꝛations, whiche he made 
in the time of Achas. He ſheweth al⸗ 
ſo to other foꝛein nacions, what ſhould 


happen to them. Moꝛcouer he diligent⸗ 


lie deſcribeth the not able battail of the 
Allpꝛians, a verp great battail, æ won⸗ 
derkull in dede: and what ſermons he 
made bekoꝛe the king, and the people. oꝛ 
euer this battaile beganne , And from 
the. xl. Chapter. hc pꝛophecieth deliue⸗ 

räunce 
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Doom 


kaunce by king Cpꝛus, from the capti⸗ 
uitie of Babilon , comkoꝛtpng the peo⸗ 
ple of God in the ir affliction, defending 
alwaies true religion, and impꝛoupng 
falſe, At the laſt from the. xlix. chapter 
vnto the ende of the booke. he pꝛophe⸗ 
cieth of CThꝛiſt and the church lo platne= 
lie, Bierome thought him rather to be 
called an Euangeliſt then a Pꝛophet. 


FPorſ ſaieth hi) ſo euidentlie dothe he ſet out all 
the miſteries of Chriſte and the churche, that 4 
ma woulde thinke him to prophecie not of thinges 


to come;hut to write an hiſtorie of thinges paſte. 
The ſame Hierome in p p2eface of his 
firſt boke vpon the comentaries of Kſat 
ſaith thus: Let no ma thinke that I can briefely 
prehende the argument of this volume, touchyng 
all the holie miteries of the Tode, as well hows 


Emanuel borne of a V irgine did noble won kes 


and miracles, as that being dead and buried, 
 heroſe againe to ſane all nacions of the worlde, 


WW hat ſbould I ſpeake of his Logik, or of bis Phi⸗ 


— natural, and moral. W hat ſoeuer is of 
; 


ho 
Hable to vtter, and wntte to comprehende , in this 


* bocke it 18 included, Zhile be the Wwoades 
ok. D,Dicxome, 


e Scripture, what ſoeuer the tongue of man 18 


The 
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Zeremie. 


The P2ophete Jeremie in his wats 1 
tyng is not ſo faire and pleaſaunt,as « 
Elaie, but moꝛe homelie and nere the 
capac lie Ol the common people, pet in 


keutence as good. De was boꝛne in a 


little krete call:oAnachot. iii. miles krõ 
tho 2 — ſelfe 3 Pꝛieſt, and of the 
kilired or PURSE cictified in his mo⸗ 
thers 3 He pꝛophecieth being pet 
a verie pong man, æ as he laith him lelk, 

he began in iche xili. pere of Joſias, and 
ceaſſed not bp the [pace of, xl. peares, 

alter the citit was deſtroped. Pea. fo 
his plame pzcachpug. and free mouthe, 
he was toned to death, and lo gaue vp 
his ſpirite to the Loꝛd. He rebuked the 
lines viled in his time, idolatrie, kalſe⸗ 
hode, cauetoutneſſe „kraude, crueltie, & 
riote. De moued thc to repentaunce. 
and amendment. De taught diligentlie 
faſeti in God, and ſhewed theim how 
to liue. He ſpake alſo of their captiuit ie. 
and coinkoꝛted the ſoꝛie, ſhewpng akoꝛe⸗ 


han de the deſtruction that ſhould come 


to the 0.309115 boꝛderers. De wꝛote al⸗ 
[5 3 banentation, wherin he bewaileth 
tat onerthzowoe ok that noble citie, and 
|  ropal 


RP — 

| Eopall kinadoine, Peat in that kinde ol _ 
writing appeare merueilous tokens of ; 

1 thc iuſtice, aud goodneſſe of God, Ezechiel 

FCzechiel he alſo coming of Oꝛieſtes 

vas taken pꝛiſoner with Jeconias, and 

taried into Babilon: where he taught 

theſame thinges that holic Icremie did 

in Judea. CEuerp where, after the office 

tt of a pꝛophete, he puctech in his wꝛitin⸗ 

k, ges common places ok Chuſte De allo | 

d pꝛonheciech againſt Tire, and other na- | 

> cions, thꝛeatning vito then te iudar⸗ 4 

* ment. tuft punich: nent of God. c ſcã 

eth moche in declaring che buttoing vp 

p again of the tfpic,+ newe citie:Doubt⸗ 

e lefſe pꝛopouning vnto vs the Wiſteries 

: of 5 churche wꝛapped vp in cauerture. 

? Daniel being peat but a very peung pane 

„ _ knan was led awaie into Wabtion with 

E Jecouias. This man deſcribed vnto vs 

»  verpelcaatip certein pꝛofitable. æ aog2: 

Z 

2 


[rg 


lp hiſt oꝛies of his time, the fight of true 

& falſe wiſedome, of religion alto. + ſyu- 
perſticid. De liued vntil the time of Cy- 
ru Ring of Perlia. being then. rev pes 
res olde. Ze was aman ofſ9 great wiſe 


| dome „that ol him role (his ouerbe. 7 
E. i. Viz | 


The ene. The 


en rm Sn 


F :ſer then Daniel whiche Ezechiel vſed in 
hts.rrviy.Lhapiter. Df al wiſeinen he 
was called ?olyb/tor , that is, one that 
knewe many thinges, Fo: like as he re⸗ 
hearſeth vp the fatall chaunces ok al! 
king domes, ſo in a bꝛiet᷑ hiſtoꝛie oꝛ pros 
phecie rather in kewe wooꝛdes he com⸗ 
pꝛehendeth, and finiſheth that, whiche 
the cortng, and curious wꝛiters ok the 
Gevittles coulde not telle in manp boo- 


kes how to deginne. Dnelp he openeth 


vnto vs truely the matiers of the Ga⸗ 


bplonians, Perſians. Matedonians, 


and NRomaines, and declareth ok Chit 
the euerlaſting kenodome , How Anti⸗ 
chꝛiſte alſo ſhall riſe vp. what miſchicf 
he ſhall wootke befo2e at laſt he be del⸗ 
troied. He ſheweth the deſtruction both. 
of the Litie, aud of the whole wozlde, 
the date of tudgement, the riſing againe 
ok the bodies, and like euerlaſting. 


Tye leſſer p30 After kolow the.rty.pophetes. whom 


pet en 


we cal the leſler, not foz the ſmalneſle of 
the matier,woozke „ 02 learning, but fox 
their bꝛeuit ie. and becauſe in aretneſſe, 

length, and copie thei bee vnlike to the 


other. lt. whom thet call the greater. 
Oltas 
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Oſleas fandeth rde üne of wit. and oteas· 
vtterance, but ſomewhat bꝛiek, and ther 
koꝛe obſcure , He pꝛophecieth moſt az 
gainſt the tenne Tribes, 02 Ringdome 
of Iſrael.Sometime he toucheth a litle 
the Tribe of Juda. Se rebuketh the fa: 
ultes of the pꝛieſtes. pꝛinces, and people 
ſinne, aud Jdolatrie, vpholding religid 

and goodneſſe. Se. warneth them to re⸗ 
pent, leaſt thei all periſhe, and ſheweth 
| Chat all nacions halbe called. 

Joel ſemeth to haue pꝛophecied in the Joe? 
Eine of CEzechias he, Elaie together, 
akter the deſtructton of the tenne tribes 
He moueth the kingdom of Juda to re⸗ 
penfaunce. He letteth out the Hozrible 
Date of the Loꝛde, and their miſerie to 
come, wyiche peat might be auoided bp 
amending their liues. eat after he ſat- 
eth it (halbe better with theim, and ſhe⸗ 
weth the lignes of loue iu p churche. ot 
whiche ?ercr is an interpꝛeter in thactes 
A Amos neither a Pꝛophete, noꝛ the 
fonne ofa Bꝛophete, not brought vp in 

- any the liberall ſciences, was but a rude ds 

homelp vnlerned ma: pet in keio, s ſharp 


h pꝛeached to the kenne tribes 
: E. Ys (itt 
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fill calling vpon repentaunce, as theo. 

ther B2opheces did. And againſt the nas 

ctons that were boꝛderers, he ſpake ves 

ty grauelp touching their ſinnes, and 

the iuſt puniſhment ok SMD. De was 

ſoꝛe greued againſt the religious of the 

Jeroboams, and the wanton liuing of 

the pꝛieſtes. De pꝛophecied alſo of the 

calling of the Gentiles , De liued. and 

faughte , when the pounger Jeroboam 

reigned in Jſracl, and Ring Olias in 

Juda, oꝛ Jeruſalem, 

Abdias reaſoneth againſt Fdumea in 

AUVias. the time of Achas Ring of IJCrael; and 
though he bee the ſnoꝛteſt of all che pꝛo⸗ 

phetes, peat dooeth he compꝛehende in a | 
ſumme al the chick pointes of true reli⸗ „ 
gion: namelp, that god is tobe woꝛchip⸗ 

ped, and that in loue. and charitie, doo⸗ 

png to our bꝛother no wꝛong at all. oz 

the lozde will reuenge it. De declareth 
ſaluation to be in Sion, euen in Thꝛiſte 

and his faithful churche. We telleth the 
Idumcans akoꝛchande that thei ſnoulde 
be Kdt roied, with the cauſes whp: and 
that nothing maie deliuer theim from 
the harines hanging ouer their heddes. 
Jouas 
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Of Scripture. Ks 


Jonas beareth the figure of CThꝛiſt di⸗ 
png. and riling again. Udherof the 102d 
himſelf maketh menciõ in Math. De 
hath let out in a pure, and fine Z):Co:te 
the pꝛopꝛetie, nature, and diipolic.on of 
god, how mightie, how good, ⁊ uſt he 15 
being god of the gentiles allo, how vain 7 
the counſailes of men be. which ace ta⸗ 
ken againſt the loꝛd, what true repenca- 
unce is, how weake man is, and chat the 
pꝛoude fleſhe, reaſone, and dcuiſe of man 
would kepe her eſtunation a d be High- 
lp let by, pea, thoug it wer to the ercat 
hurt ot other. He lined vnder Jercboam 
king of Iſrael, being bothe a pꝛophetc. æ 
| an Apoſtle of the Gentiles. Net pꝛophe⸗ 
cite d he to his owne nacion allo. as 1: is 
wꝛitten in the kowerth boke ok Minges 
Micheas ſemeth to haue been the fo- 
lower of Elaie:verelp thet liued both at iche. 
| 
ö 


Jonas 


one time, znd had bothe al one luppoꝛter 
eucn HBechiasa right verteous king De 
cried out pꝛincipallie againſt the. ij. tri⸗ 
bes, and then againſt the.r. He thꝛetueth 
vnto theim vtter tfruces koꝛ the ir lin- 
nes, and calleth them to repentace, Ze. 
inutieth againſt falſe pꝛophetes. De pꝛo ; 
5 E. ii. phecieth ; 


# 
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Abactick 


ww mi 
phecieth of redemption by Chꝛiſt, of his 
kungdome, and of the calling of theEens 
tiles. De teacheth euidentip that Sal⸗ 
nation cometh thꝛough Thꝛiſt to theun 
that beleue. and that the right woꝛchip⸗ 
ping of God is Crue vertue 

Mahum alſo flouꝛiſhed vnder E⸗ 
zechias, and taught after Jonas. He 
pꝛeached againſte the Rina dome or the 
Allirians, and againſt Miniue their chick 
Litte , De maketh as though letters of 
d fiauce had been written bpGod, æſent 
vnto the Allirians, wherein woarre is 
zoclaimed, e that it is ſhewed, who, x 
how mightie a God chenemp of the Nie 
zuuites is, t fo? what cauſes he purpoſed 
to deſtroie that great citie, æ moſt aunci⸗ 
ent king dotn, x he letteth out the maner 
and kacion how he would deſtrote it. Bp 


whiche thinges he ſhewerhea meruei⸗ 


lous but a fearfull example, vnto al an⸗ 


tient, mightie, bloudie kinadomes, and 


again a great couinkoꝛt vnto thote wht= 
che are oppzeſſed bp tpꝛannte. 

It! is likelp that Abacuk was in the 
time ot Manalles, after Ninine was ta 


ke, ʒ about the beginning of the monar⸗ 


chit 


| 
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tchie of ee But vnder this ecadtt 

and vngracious Ring ail true religion 

was quite gone, miſchiek, and cuperſti⸗ 

cion bare the bzagge, Manp were lain: 

innocent bloud was chead, all goodneſſe 

was bantſhed, Some thoughte that god 

was falte in ſlepe, wherefo:ze good men 

were not pleaſed , but ſpake ſome what 

ſharplp. Th? came kooꝛth this pꝛophete 

to comtoꝛte the ſoꝛie, diſcourage the tp- 

taunt. and lift vp the weake ; declaring 

tha:God would come ſhoztly to reutge 

good mennes quereles by power of the 

Thaldees, whiche waring pꝛoude be- 

ponde meaſure (ould be alſo deſtroied. 

and the Jewes ſent home againe: And 

that then in deede ſhould be perkourmed 

whiche was ſpoken, touching the com⸗ 

ming ok Meſſtas, vnder whom ſyoulbe | ; 

be the golden woꝛlde. . 
Sophontas pꝛophected vnderJoſias, Sepdonias 


he, and Jeremie together. Akter the king 0 
dy due rekoꝛmation had ſet vp true relt 5 
gid againe, there were not a kew einong 
the heddes, and the people which deliting 
rather in luperſticton, loked and longed 
koꝛ a newe date, and to ſe religion ouer⸗ 
E. iiij. chzowen 
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The donitie, 


thtowen. and cleane put awaie. woher⸗ 
koꝛe he blameth their wickednes x mo. 
ueth theüm to repentaunce, chewing az 
koꝛehande that ther ſhould be puniſhed 
by the Dabilonas, and eh it pet he nei⸗ 
ther had ſo great cauſe to be proud, ſe⸗ 
418 at length ther: ſhoulde come moche 
loꝛow, and milchiek to hun allo. In the 
ende he laierh that Sion ſhould be ma⸗ 
de vp agame, and popzecteth the com⸗ 


ming ok Thriſt. 
H.iggeus vnder Darius H. ſais blameth 


Wagge the vnchankeku⸗ neſſe of the people ſent 
home agam, their lugetthnes in kuil⸗ 
ding vp the temple, De biddeth thẽ halt 

foꝛwardes the woꝛkc, x not to leaue ok, 
koꝛ fra re of anp enemies. In the he p:0 . 
| phecieth ainalp of C vyiſt, and the (Hurche 
Zicharie floutiſhed with e entrea: 
Farce, tc50fall one matter, echoꝛtine the peo⸗ 
2H ple. and ſpeciallp the rulers ns build vp 
the temple. This min ſawe the peculi⸗ 

ar deſtenies of the people of Iſrael.and 
wꝛitech manp thinecs, as Daniel doo⸗ 

eth. De biddeth theim liue verteoullie, 
wuting manp plaine P:ophecies of 


Lite, and bis &hurche , wherein he 
is 
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Of Sormmre, N 
ts marueilous goſpellitze. Be ſpeaketh | 
alſo of the times whiche kolowed atter 
Thꝛiſtes aſcention, 

Malachie laft of all, whether he be Malachie. 

the lame 3zachar:as.0! £ ſ\d2as(as Hie⸗ 
rome thinketh ) o2 anp other exceilent 
.w2t: er,chideth che pit es bitterlie, re⸗ 
bukpng their vniaciable conetouſneſſe, 
flongthfull lecherie, and f:1thinefſe, De 
biameth alſo (he people, and certaine | 
light perſos, which murmured againſt I 
God. Laſt of al! „he ſpeaketh lomewhat 
ok Thꝛiſtes tüme, and the date of iudge⸗ 
ment, in whiche euerie man ſhall be re⸗ 
warded attetr his ſtudies and wooꝛkes. 
This Þ:ophcte allo lemeth to haue 
taught vnder Darius. 

Do wbett from the. rrrit pere of Da⸗ Ana 
rius, whiche fil in the thirde pere of the 5; — | 
Irrit. Olpmpiade, we haue nothing of myng ot | 
auncient, and Canonical! Scripture, <8 | 
vncil Chuſes time; ſaue thoſe thinges 

whiche the Dꝛophete Daniel with za⸗ 
ch arie haue darkelie ſpoken of: how the 
Empire ſhould be trantlated from the 
Perſtas vnto the Macedons;+ againe 


from term vnto that foule beaſt Ke, Homer 
the 


i 
” 
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the deſtroler of; manp kingdomes, and 
to the Pꝛinces of theſame, vnder whõ 
Goulde be boꝛne the Zoꝛde Thꝛiſte, to 
a make (atiſfaction foz the ſinnes of the 
woꝛlde, to bꝛing cucrilaſtpng righteouc⸗ 
neſſ*, and ioianpug the Gentilts vnto 
him, would fozſake the Macion of the 
Fewecs. their templ and citie vetcriie 
deftroeed by the Romaines. And the | 
Þ:ophet makpng an accompt of theſe 
Pantcl.ir» - wonderkull thinges to ccine .. ſateth: T 
Numbre from after the buildyng vp agam ofthe 
citie, or thexxx1.ycre of Darius.lxix.ſeuens,whiz 
che make.ccccxxxiis.yeres. For. lxixmultiplied 
by the numbre of ſeuen, amounteth to fo many, | 
and thou ſhalt haue the time of Chriſtes incarna- 
cim. Mith this accompt agree alſo the „ 
Olpmpiades of the Gentiles, One 
<Dipmpias maketh. iiij. peares. So the 
rrrij.yeare of Dartus fell in the thirde 
pere of the. Irrij, Olpmpias. And the 
xlij. peare of Detautus Auguſtus , in 
the whiche Liſte was bozne,, was in T 


the thirde peare of the. crcitii. Olpm⸗ 
ptag. Mob if pe take awaie from.crctitf 
thother.lrrij.peres, there (hal remaine 
txrij.Olpmptades, whiche if pou will 
multiplie by the niibze of iiij. pou (hall 

| haue 
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baut. ectclrrrviiſ. peres, which is tins 


ol. lrir. leuts, onlp. v.peres oucr, Foꝛ J 
Cated.lcir, ſeuens did make. cecc.lxxxiij. 


res. But this little nũbꝛe ot. v dooeth 
not darkẽ ſo great light. Thus we have 
in our Bibles a ſure # cötinual hiſtoꝛie 
kr the beginnpng ok the woꝛide vnto 
Chꝛiſt. And doubtleſſt the wiledome of 
God would haue gene vnto his church 
moe wꝛiters, had not thele kewe notes 
of Daniel been thought lufficienc, And 
what auapled to rehearſe the Actes of 
thoſe tunes, being in dede botbe trons 
blous & nought. Thole thinges whiche 
Jolephus in his boones De Antiquita- 
tibus, hath added to the Bible, doe pꝛo⸗ 
it the reacrs nothing at al. Foꝛ Pp moſt 
part be of p deceites, lit s, falſnod, mur⸗ 
thers, ſhamefull dedes + laipnges of che 
Jewpſye bilhops.+ of He rode which in 
al kinde of milchtefc bare the bel. voher 
toꝛe by the very pzonifits of god, Hates 
ok ð molt coꝛrupt æ abominable time, 

feme not to haue ben thꝛoughly wiltte. 

but onelp touched bꝛiekelp of Mantel. + 
zacharie. Foꝛ lo was it neceſĩarie + pros 
fitable tovs Thus moch haut we ſpots 
tous 
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The deritie 


touchping the Lanonicall Bookes' of 
the olde teſtament. peraduenture ſome- 
what largelie, but not without p2ofite. 
we will to theſe ioigne the matiers bf 
the bookes of the newe teſtament, 
Emong the wꝛiters therof . the Ne 
Snangel. gangeliſtes be firſt : thoſe be that wꝛite 
the hiſtoꝛie of the Golpel. Euangel is a 
newe wooꝛde of this lignification geus 
to à nv thing. Fo? the oͤlde wiiters 
called Euangelies xt wardes that were 
geuen to menne that bzoucht co0d ti⸗ 
dynges , Liccro wiltpng to his frende 
a Mm ſaieth ; © ſwere letters, for the whi- 
ce I confeſſe my ſelfe bounde to geue an Euan- 
gel. 2y: we vſe it not fo2 the rewarte, 
but koꝛ the gladde tidpnges it ſelfe;cuer 
that from the father of heauen is geue 
vnto vs a ſoonne. and with him all tote 
and gladneſte. Foz the Aungell of the 
192d in Luke cricth out vnto the ſhepe⸗ 
herdes. Feare not, fir ho, I ſhe we vnto you 
great ine, whiche ſhall come vnts all the people, 
becaull naw is borne vnto you a Samour, whiche 
16 Chriſte Ieſus. Thus the Euangel ſhew⸗ 
eth vnto vs oc and quietneſle of mind. 
whiche cometh by this, that God _ 
ent 


O Scaripiurss 
ſent his Soounc. a redemption of the EE: 1 
woꝛlde Wherfoze Paule defined the | 
Golpel: The power of God. fur ſalnatn; to all Rom, i. 
beleuers,through ys ſonne Ieſus Chriſt our Lord. 
So thei that ſet out this matter of iu⸗ 
Cification,. that, Lhaiſte hath taught 
kaieth, repentaunce, and redemed the 3 
woꝛlde from the deull, and al iuiguitie, 1 
be called Euancclifics , of whiche we guangelmcs 
haue but foure, pet the uam it felt map 
be extended to manp. Sn 
Ok them the two firſt. „Wathe aud Qzathew. 
John, be witneſſes. of chat whiche the 
lawe and heard. F02 thole thinges that 
thei ſawe, thei che we, and were a great 
part of the matier thein lelues ;choſen 
of the Zoꝛde Jeſus into the college of 
the Apoſtles. Mathewe wꝛote fir as 
ſame thuike ) in the ninth pere akter the 
Loꝛdes aſcention, He cheweth in good⸗ 
lie oꝛdꝛe the Cocke and birthe of our fa: 
uiqur Chꝛiſte, and what was doden be⸗ 
fore he hewed out him ſelfc, and tone 
vpon hun his office ot preaching ape JE 
lie, and then what Diſciples he choſe, 
what kinde of teachpug he vſed how 
5 5 miracles he w20te , what — 
0 _— ties 


EE 


T he deovitie 


fites he did to the prople openlp x pꝛi⸗ 
uatelie, howe he vled his adnerſaries 
how his krendes, how he handled the 
weazke, and how the obſtinate ſinners. 
De ſheweth his excellent vertues, his 
erainple of good liupug, æ high aucho⸗ 
zitie. Zaſt of all, how bp his dilciple he 
was betraied to the Jewes, delivered 
to the Genttles, moſte crucllie häãdled, | 
+ at length alto napted vpon the croife; 
was drad and buried, roſe againe the 
thirde date, chewed dim ſelfe aliue to 
bis frendes , + after alcended into hea⸗ 
nen. ſendpng his Apoſtles abꝛoade into 
the whole wo2lde , fo pꝛeache laluat ion 
thꝛoughthe death of Chꝛiſte, fo all that 
woulde beleue, and geue theim kleines 
TWholie to God | 
John, John is thought late at the laffe to 
| haue wittten , and put foo:th his hiſto : 
rie of the wooꝛde incarnate z Doubt⸗ | 
leſſe he hadde ſcen thoſe thinges d Ma⸗ | 
thew had witten,whertoze he thought | + 
as it were toinaze vp the matter. ſpeci⸗ 
allp in the doctine of Chꝛiſte kor loc he 
thinges as Mathew ſeired either to 
haue paſſed ouer, 02 lightiie touched. | 
Thperekoze theſe two Hiftoztes toigned 
kegether 


— 
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Of ſcripture... 
kogether, we haue a verp full a perfect 
declaration of all the dedes # laipnges 
of Lh:ilte, | 
Thei laie that Marke was the dilci⸗ gerne. 
ple ok. ſ. Beter the Apoſtle. But whac⸗ 
ſoeuer he was, in dede he ſhewed hun 
ſelf verie wel learned, truſtie, æ diliget. 
Foꝛ he knitteth the goſpel together ve⸗ 
rp bꝛie felie, and clarkelle, ſuewpng vnto 
vs, as it we re an abzidgemkt. ot the E⸗ 
uangelical hiſtoꝛie. Some ſaie he =_ 
the goſpcl, as he had receiued it of 
ter, But it is vncertaine wh hat time * 
put it fooꝛth abꝛoade. 
Zuke was not an Apoſtle, but a diſci⸗ Luke, 
ple of p Apoſtles, æ one alwaies in thet: 
cõpanie, ſpeciallie in Paules. This ma 
wꝛote.ij.bokes of the euancelical Hifc- 
rie. In the firſt he cõpꝛehendeth the kar⸗ 
pnges and doopuges of CThziſte, às did 
alſo Mathew and Marke. 
In the latter he cheweth how and in eco 0 
what place Chꝛiſt wee out of the worid | | 
and in what wiſe the holie ſprr2te pꝛo⸗ 
miſed did come fro heau?:howy church 
kirſt began encreaſed, and grewe to the 
best: what was 5 doctrine of thapoltlcs 
xites, oꝛ holie cuſtomes, religis F eaith: 
who | 


{ {1p pucatid 
t the times 
f the newe 
Leſtament 


The hiſtozie 
t the So- 
pels, and A; 
zoftics act 
ect. 


e rrntie ; 


who were falſe Pꝛophetes, who true, 


what were the natures, deuiſes, and 
condicious ot: them boche: What was 
the ſtudie of the woꝛlde, and mindes of 
perſecutouts, What c aũces did kolow 
theim . and bow the Goſpel was recei⸗ 
ucd , Manp thinges be witten of the 
Sermons and dedes ok Peter, and o⸗ 
ther Apoitles , of the pꝛeachpng of 
eue, e alſo, and his iourneics.There⸗ 
Ie th's Booke is called the Actes of 
5 Apoſtles , And all this Biſtoꝛie of 
then and the Goſpel conteineth about 
lr. peres. Fo: Lhſte lemed to be about 
xrriij. pere olde, when Tms had reig⸗ 
ned. xviij pere. JSaule in the. ij. pere 
of Nero tame to Rome bounde, and 
was two pere pꝛiſoner at large. Until 
this tune did Lucas Witte his hiſtoꝛie, 
# liupng lrxriiij xeres, died in the peace 
of God buried at Withpnta. 
ow where ſome haue made mecion 
of the Goſpel of Nicodeinus, I Hamas, ar- 
lime w, and certaine others, J wot not 
who, lurelic it nothing pert: ineth to 
the perfection of the CTauonical bokes, 


50. John hun lelk tedifiech: 17e rbinges 
| nhiche 


UOfSeripnne 
whiche he hath written to ſuffice for the faith that 
may ſancvs.wherof ſpeaketh alſo the holp 
father Ciril. Not althinges( ſaith he) be writ- 
ten that the Lord hath doen : but that whiche the 
writs thought tobe ſuſ}1iet,afwel for opimons, as 
for maner of ltuing, that we ſhnyng in true faith, 


woor es, andi vertue, maie come to theKingdome of 


heauen, through our Lorde Teſus Chriſte. 

So when it was perceiued that al was 
wꝛitẽ whiche perteined to godlineſſe, it 
was thought neither neceſſar p, noꝛ woꝛ 
thie the laboꝛ, either to put to anp moꝛe. 
oꝛ to make anp thing of newe. And if thet 


had, thei coulde not haue doen anp other 


the was ſet out alredie. This is euident 
in this that we haue. Sow litle diffe⸗ 
rtce (J pꝛai pou) is in the thie firſt;per⸗ 
chaunce the olde Fathers willed of one 
matier fower wꝛiters to remaine. i. apo 
ſtles, and. ij. the ir dilciples, that when al 
was dooen, it might be ſeen anp larger 
inſtruction Herein, oꝛ contrarie to this, 
nothing to auaile, no not if there ſhould 
riſe vp an hundꝛed Wꝛiters, ſens theſe 
that we haue agree, al in one, and Choſe 
that oulde folowe coulde write but 
khelame. And to what purpoſe were it, 


Fil. in 


e een 
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in infinite volumes to entreate all one 
thing declared bp kower w:tnefſes ſuk⸗ 
ficient betoze ? Fo? theſame entente al⸗ 
ſo it ſemeth that Luke wꝛote not al the 
Actes ok al the apoſtles, ſins the reſt ko⸗ 
dowed none other waies, neither in do⸗ 
ctrine. noꝛ in liuing: And that by thactes 
of one „ oꝛ twoo, the reſidue mate bee 
iudged. Bee it therfoze aſcribed to pꝛu⸗ 
dence, and not counted lacke, oz imper⸗ 
fect] zelle. that the Hiſtoꝛie of the Gol⸗ 
pell, and Apoſtles goech hetherto, and 
no karther. 
ee Now kolowe the Epiltles witten 
be Evities vnto diuerte Longregations touching 
faith in CThꝛiſte, true repentaunce, and 
inuocencie of lie, whiche in deede is the 
commune marke, and entent of theun 
all. The occaſions of thetm be diverſe, 
and lo is the Argument, oz matier. The 
firſte in oꝛdꝛe., and moſte excellent of all, 
is the Epiſtic w2itten to the Romati⸗ 
ro the V0 nes, in whiche he lo delcribelh, and let⸗ 
tdt—.cth out the Golpeile. as he pꝛeached it 
to the Jewes, aud Gentiles. He diſpu⸗ 
| telh of Stune, and pꝛoueth al menne to 
inne. be linners After he reatoncth of Juſtice 
\ Oo} 
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oꝛgoodneſſe, æ ſheweth that onelp tho- Juntee, + 
row the grace of Chꝛiſte by faith,+ not g99dnelle. 
by anp woꝛkes, oꝛ merites, the beleuers 
to be iuſt ilied. Then he declareth the Srace,and] 
effe;'* of Grace, and faithe,teaching the ##be. 
tuſti ed to leade a penitente like, to kepe 
theimtelues from linne, to line holilie. Bood liuing 
and ſobꝛe lie. He diſputcth of the lawe, 
and ſtrength therok, ok the Mature, and Lewe, any. 
fight of inan newe boꝛne againe, of the arength thet⸗ 
calling of the Gentiles. the refuſing , ® of, 
and reſtoꝛing the Jewes, at laſte he en⸗ 
fourmeth . and kacioneth our maners 
with many good, and wholeſome pꝛe⸗ 
ceptes. 

In the kirſte to he Lozinthians he 
entreateth of diuers matters pꝛincipal⸗ Theirft to che 
Ip co:recting the kaultes of that Ton⸗Cehinthrams 
gregation. He reaſoneth againſt ſecular 
Idhiloſophtc , foꝛ the ſimplicitie of the 
Goſpelle. He diſputcth of the miniſte⸗ 
rie of the woo: de. and of thefrucate.and 
gloꝛie therok, whiche ought to bee re⸗ 
kerred to God alone. De rebuketh the 
ſuamekul riotte, and lecherie of the Co⸗ 
rinthianes.ſpcaketh alſo of Mariage, 
Bigamie, and virginitie, willing them 
F. i. to 
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to auoide their ſtraunge facions in bolp 
rites, and ſeruice of God, the true chꝛi⸗ 
dian ble therok to be kepte, and reſtoꝛed 
againe, he ſpeaketh of diuers giftes of 


grace in the churche, ok concoꝛde, chare- 


The ſetconde 
to the Com 


hians 


Lo thecdsla⸗ 
Jiang 


tie, toungues, vſe of pzophecte.reſurrec= 
tion of the deadde, and manp other pꝛo⸗ 
fitable thinges. 

The ſeconde Epiſtle is in maner of 
a dete nce,0! anwere to certein rebukes. 
In this he latech the aw, c che Solpel 
together. Pe hebe with What pure⸗ 
nes, & great peril he preached the Gol⸗ 
pell, and how wel thinges carne to paſſe 
De ſpeaketh allo of the almole to the 
pooꝛe. Laſte.he lateth manp matiers of 
his owne , to dekende his aucthoꝛitie a= 
gainſt kalle MDꝛophetes. 

The Epiſtle to the Galathians, is in 
maner a Bꝛeutarie ok that to the No⸗ 
maines. He dilputeth of Juſtificatione 
bp faithe in CThꝛiſte, agaluſt the Juſtiſi⸗ 
cation by the lawe, and woꝛkes. De ta⸗ 
cioneth alſo the life of theim that be iu⸗ 
ſtified by kaith. In the beginning he lpe⸗ 
keth moche of his vocation. and auctho⸗ 


kitie of His apoùle ship, whiche the ene⸗ 


mies 


— 
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| mies of grace would haue Had vtteriie 
to be diſanulicd, 

Thepiſtle to the Cph tans is a brief = the Ehe. 

but a notable exampler, how he prꝛea⸗ 
ched the Goſpel to the Gentiles , De. 
teacheth the beleuers to be infttfied bp 
grace onelp though faith, al ful perkect⸗ 
neſle to bee in Chꝛiſte, and thꝛough him 
the gentiles alſo to be bꝛought into the 

n fauour of God. After be diners exhozta- 

cions to good liuing. 

He warneth the Bhilippianes bp a To the phil 
choꝛte Epiſtle ſent from the citie, not to libotens 
be offended with his impꝛiloniment, but 
to go foꝛwardes in the trueth, that thet 
had receiued. He deſireth the to be al of 
one miude, and to beware of falſe Apo- 
ſtles: chopping merites, and the law to⸗ 
gether with the Goſpelle , Ju the ende 
he geueth Lefſons of vertue an he doo⸗ 
eth manp times betore , 

The Epiſtle to the Colloſliaus is a 


2 bꝛeuiate of that to the Epheſians . It To the Cos 
treatcth of all one matier moꝛe bꝛieflie 
In this he rebuaeth charpelp the falſe 
Apoſtles mingling Jewtlhnefſe with 
tyc Goſpel, 


oiltang 
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T he Dignitie 


whe fir to the In the firſte to the Zhefſaloncanes 
TyeCaloneens he pꝛaiſeth their faith and conctance, en⸗ 
couraging the to continue in thefame , 
to line a pure. and a CThꝛiſtian lite, and 
not bewaile the deadde with ſoche one 
erics,and howling. as the Gentiles doe 
where alſo he reaſoneth of the Beſur= 
rectione, and date of Judgemente, of 
watching. and holines of the chꝛiſtians. 


In the latter he paincteth out Anti⸗ 


e, chꝛiſte, and his Mingdome, and willeth 
bzans. th it the dꝛaues thoſe idle beaſtes ſhold 
cate no home, 

Th? ficlt to In the fir> Epiſtle to Timothie, he 

Tzwothis Fetteth befoze vs a verp perfeccte eram⸗ 
pler of an Cuangelical iStthop, De dif? 
puteth of true, and falſe Doctrine: of 
the liuing, maners, and houſholk of a 
Biſhop, ok his ſtudite. and care foꝛ Eccle 
ſiaſticall matters, ot auoiding vnpꝛoli⸗ 
table queſtions, ot — 2 intri 
cate bondes of couctoutneſte, 

norte ©. the lecondehe committeth to his 
charge the dekence of ſounde Doctrine, 
he remembꝛeth him of his dutce, and not 
to be diſcouraged koꝛ any aduerſitte:he 


pꝛopheciech of the departing awaie fro. 


the 
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Of Scripture. 
the kaieth in the latter dates, | 
In the Epiſtle to Tite he repeateth | 
in maner the ſelfe ſame thinges moze To Vite. 
bꝛie ly. De ſheweth what men ſhoulde 
be made bichoppes, teaching bothe poũg 
and old their duties. He ſpeaketh much 
of the miſterie of Juſtiſicaciou bp faith 
and commaundeth to tlic Sophiſticalle 
queſtions, and incurable Heretiques. 
In a bꝛieke Epiſtle, but verp plaine, To Philemon 
cunning, and full of Thꝛiſtian charitie, 
he deſireth Philemon to bee good to 
his Seruaunte Dneftmus , whiche 
had runne from him: And this he wzote 
at Rome being in pꝛiſone. 

The Spiſtle vnto the Hebꝛues is a To the w. 
goodlp, and cunning example, in what 
wiſe he pꝛeached Thꝛiſt vnto the Juiſhe 
nacion.Straite in the beginning he pa 
ueth bp plaine teſtimonies of ſcripture 
that Jeſus Ly: tte is very god, x man, 
and therekoꝛe that his doctrine house 
not be (et light by. Allo that he is the 
onelp and true Oꝛieſte, and euerlaſting 
ſacrifice, ſo that to pour ge, æ put — 
innes, cher nedeth neither any ok dar 
pueſtes, noꝛ oblatious. Foꝛ he hath = 

F. ij. bcich 
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feict iuſtiſication, that poſſeſſeth Thꝛicte 

by faithe, He ſheweth that by faith alt 

the ſainctes of the olde Teſtament plea: 

— ſed God, and lerued him in Pactence, 
| charit ie, innocencie of life, vnto whez 
che vertues, he exhoꝛteth then. In the 
ende he putteth certein rules of good li⸗ | 
uing. And lo, this is the abzidgemeut , ; 
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The Philoſo- 


phie that paul g 
learned in the and lũme of that excellent Phtloſophrce 


third heauen. whiche the Apoſtle Baule learned in | 
the thirde Heauen, and left vnto vs in | 
fowertene Epiſtles. 

Seus E piſtles The other. vi. bothe holie, and bueke, 
Canonical pe called of our eldꝛes Tanonicall, and 
Latholtke, Canonical, becauſe thet per⸗ | 
lein to ß {ans of the ſc ripture.Catho⸗ 
lique, koꝛ that thet wer wꝛittẽ not vnc o |. 
certcine churches. but vniuerlallp to al | 
hc: of ze Peter the Apoſtle w2ote.y, Ju the firſt 
9 he erhoꝛteth to pactence, and ſtedkaſtnes 
in kaithe . De teacheth maried folkes, 

maſters, ſeruauntes, pꝛieſtes, and ſoche 

as be in aduerſitie to leade — — 

EY Ju the latter he pꝛophecieth of theſe 
-— max vnhappie times of Antichꝛiſte, 
warning vs to embꝛace the pure Cuan⸗ 


gelicall Doctrine, and to keepe it 3 
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Olk like argument 02 matier is the ept- _ 
Gle of Jude. 
James rebuketh the kaultes of his 
time, teachpng true religion not to by Jemes. 
in vaine bablpng, and boaſting of faith. 
but in Godlineſſe that bzingeth fooꝛth 
good wooꝛkes plentifullie, De geueth 
allo many holeſome, and neceſlar ie pꝛe⸗ 
ceptes of liupng. 
John Euangeliſte the welbeloued 
diſciple of the Loꝛd waote ti, Epiſtles. ese Eft 
In the fir he ſpeaketh moche of chart- 
| tie, and pureneſſe of liupng, the kruites 
of true kaieth. In the leconde and the 
| thirde he letteth out the lame charttie, 
and trueth, bivdpng vs to beware of 
Heretiaues. 
The laſte booke witten of the lame 
Apoſtle hath a Greke name , It is cal- Qpccalyps 
led Apocalpps.,02 Beuclation., Tn this 
boke he p2ophecieth and ſetfcth out, as 
the Loꝛde had opened vnto him what 
thinges ſhoulde happen to the churche 
of GOD. euen to the woꝛldes ende. 
Thou ſhalt find in it many thinges bo⸗ 
rowed ok Ezechiel, Daniel, zacharie. 


and other pꝛophetes. And thus it hath 
pleaced 
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Nota 


vieaſed the goodneſſe of God to warne 
his people in good ſeaſon of the mil⸗ 
chiekes that were to come, þ thei mate 
the moze wilelie pꝛouide koꝛ the (clues, 


and pꝛaie to God the moe hartelie. 


Moe bookes are not in the Lanon 
of the new teſtamẽt. Neither is it great 
lie to be cared koꝛ, that ſome haue doub⸗ 
ted ok the Epiſtle to the Bedꝛues, of 
the koꝛmer Epiſtle of Peter, Jude, Jaz 
mes, aud the Apocalpps. Foꝛ what is it 
to vs, that a kewe cozrupted with their 
owne affections haue doubted of thins 
ges certaine. It is to be beleued, theſe 
bookes of bot he the Teſtamentes, whi⸗ 
che we haue reconed vp, to come ok the 
ſpirite of God, to be witten & left to 
the churche by the pꝛophetes and Apo» 
ies of the Zord:+ in thein to be taught 
all trueth, with the to be mingled none 
errour 102 lie, Df the olde fathers this 
was called Tanonical Scripture, be⸗ 
cauſe it was geuen to vs of God koꝛ a 
rule of liupug, and a trueth, by whiche 
we ought to trie all thinges, and ther⸗ 
after to liue. The Debꝛues cal their 


lawe, Thora Whiche name thet geue 
genes 
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Of Scripture. 

generallte fo the wooꝛde of God. and 
in dede to all the whole Scripture. 

Z hora, ſigniſieth a directorie to lead vs 
kooꝛthe, of the whiche the Grecians 
alſo door ſeme to haue bozowed that 
wooꝛde of theirs, Tanon, whiche pou 
mate call. a lawe, oꝛ rule, 


— 


There remaineth to ſpeake ſome⸗ ceicgat 
what of the Eccleſiaſticall Bookes, of call boones 


ſome called A pocnypba, the wooꝛde per⸗ 
aduenture not al agrepng to the thing, 
Sainct Hierome in Prologo Galeato 
akter he hadde reconed vp. xxij. Lanos 
nicall bookes,ſafeth thus: 

hatſocuer is beſides theſe, muſt be put emong 
A pocrypha. Therefore the boke of wiſedome,whi- 
che commonlie 15 intituled to Solomon , the booke 


ef leſu the Soonne of Sirach, Twdith , and To- 


bie, are not in the Canon. Ihaue founde the 
firſte of the Machabees in Hebrue, The ſecoud 
3s in Greke , and that maie be prowed euen by the 
very phraſe. &. c. Furthermoze Saincte 
Auaguſtine in the. x viij.booke, De ciuita 
te dei, the.xxxvj. chapter, ſateth:tchat the 
bookes of the Machabces , be taken of 
the churche fo2 Canonical, And pet he 
him ſelf ectemeth the not ſo muchas he 


doeth the, whtch doubtles be canon = 
| 2 
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As pou mate ſee in the ſeconde Booke 
rrxij., Lhapter Contra Epiſtolas Gau 
dentii, and againe in his ſeconde booke 
rviij. Chapter. De doctrina chriſtiana f 
£0Wwbeit ſainct Dieroine in the Pꝛo⸗ | 
zogue, Super Prouerbia Solomonis. ; 
The churche in dede;ſaicth hereadcth the bookes 
of the Machabces, but yet doveth not receiue them 
e002 the canonical Scriptures. And ſpea⸗ 
kpng of Baruch the Pꝛophete, and the 
Epiſtle ot Hieremie that is ioigned vn: 
to it, he ſheweth that thei are not con⸗ 
teined in the Hebzue Tauon, but onelp 
in the common edition, and in the Dꝛo⸗ 
= logue that is befoze Daniel, he laieth: 
neither the hiſtoꝛie of Suſina,p himne 
of the. ij. childꝛen, noꝛ the tales of Bel. 
and the Dꝛagon, be founde emong the 
Debꝛues. But of the hiſtoꝛie of Suſan- 
na Oꝛigene demed karre otherwile, + 
gaue great credite vnto it, albeit he de⸗ 
nieth not, that in the Hebwe it is not 
founde , Ditherto haue J rchearſed 
what other menne haue thought of the 
Eccleſiaſtical bokes. Uerelp J ſuppoſe 
(ſaupng pet all other mennes iudge⸗ 
meutes) y thei map right wel be called 
hs Hags 
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Hagiographa, & that pet thei ought not ko 
be take as good as the canonical bones, 
noꝛ to be of equal auicthozitie , And J Difference | 
thinke platnelte that there ought a di⸗ crypha, and 
uerſitie to be made betwirt the bookes Eccletiatti⸗ 
Apocrppha, and Eccleſiaſtical. This 3 
-Greke wooꝛde Apocrypto lignifieth to Apoerypro: 
hide. So then Apocrppha, de hidden oz Booned Ave 
puiuie bookes, whiche at home in dede hs. * 

| on pꝛiuatelie fo reade, it mai be lawful 

fo: euerp man at his pleaſure. but in cõ⸗ 

mon allembles, and ſpectallte in the ho⸗ 

lie temples, thet ought not to be read 

openlie, noꝛ anp man to be charged bp ( 

aucthoꝛitie of them. Df this ſoꝛt is the 

Goſpel of Nichodemus, Thomas, and Bar- 

tholomew, and manp other moe of this 

marke: and of them is made rehearſal 

in the Lanon'call decrees, the fiftenth 

diſtinction, Eccleſiaſtical bookes ſeme 1 

to be called thoſe, which although thel Bookes Kc. 

be not in the Hebꝛue Canon, pet be- cletiadical, 

5 cauſe thei teache good thinges, and are 
not contrarie to the bookes Tanoni⸗ hs 
cal, the churche dooeth receiuc, + reade 

in the cogregatis of ſaintes, And J am 

not the firſt that lo thinketh. Theſame 
beto2e 
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treate of; 


befoze me taught TLipꝛian oz Rufine 


in the Expoſit ion of the Trede, whoſe 


wooꝛdes it anp man will haue, be theſes 


We muſte lyio we that there be other bookes 4 
ter the Canonicall, whiche be called of our elders 
not Canonical, but Eccleſiaſtical, as is Sapien- 
tia Solomonis, and an other Sapientia whi- 
che is counted to be of Ieſus the ſoonne of Sirach, 
andis called emong the Latines by this generall 
name, Eccleſ1aſticas , wherbynot the aucthoure 
of the boke is ſignificd, but the qualitie ofthe wriz 
tyng. Of the ſame ſute is the booke of Tobie , and 
Tudith, and the bookes of the Machabees,al whiz 


che tha woulde in dede haue to be readde in the 


churches, but the aucthoricic of our faicth not by 
them to be confirmed. Other Scriptures thes cal- 
led Apocrypha, and woulde not haue them redde 
in the churches. Thus moche ſaieth Ciprian. 

Ffurthermoꝛe of the Eccleſiaſticał 
bookes, ſome teache hiſtories, and lome 
pꝛophecies, we will nowe as we goe, 
touche bꝛiekelie the matiers that thee 


Emong the hiſtoꝛies in a great ſozte 
of exãplers, the bore ol Tobie ſtãdeth 
Gr, whiche in inp minde teacheth to oꝛ⸗ 
dze an houſholde moche better then ze⸗ 
nophon 


I 
tz 
* 


— 
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nophd, and Ariſtotle to. oꝛ he ſheweth 
all thinges, — by good pꝛeceptes, & 
Ituelie examples. The elder Tobie ma⸗ 
ſter of the houſholde hath experience 


* 


bothe ot᷑ good foʒ une and badde, as wel 


in his bodie. as in his goodes, and pet in 


that chaunge of the woꝛlde dooeth no: 
thing vnmete koꝛ a good houlekeper to 


dooe. Jn his greateſt poucrties trouble 


he kepeth ill the true woꝛſhipppng of 


God, his innocent life and gooduneſle he 


chaũgeth not, in no pointe lekpng helpe 


by fraude and crafte to releue his po⸗ 
uertie, pea him ſelke being in very great 
nede pet doeth good to other doing his 
dutie al that he can, æ helppng to burie 
the deade, & bp moſte helle example oc⸗ 
cupieth him lelke in his houſe , rulpng 
equallie his wike, his ſonne. and his fa⸗ 
milie. Belides this he maketh his tea, 

ment, he inſtructeth his loonne moſte 
perfectlic he pꝛouideth koꝛ his poſteriz 
tie, he ſheweth him ſelfe thakeful bothe 
to God and manne, and in cuerie point 

dooeth the office of a good houſholder. 


But T O W J E the pounger 


his Sooune , (hewpng how childzen 
Would 


Judith. 


ſhould lone their parentes, firſt loueth 
and keareth God , obeieth reuerentlie 
his fathers commaundementes, being 
painetul, diligèt, curteous, ſobꝛe, chaſte, 
and kearpng God in all thinges. In 
this boke is the honeſtie of mariage ſo⸗ 
lemnelie ſette out, how vertuouſlte ie 
ſhoulde be made and kept, how euil it 
frameth. it we come not to it with the 
fcare cf God. It ſheweth that the rea⸗ 

dieſt Warr to put all euil out ot an hou⸗ 
fhalde. is to ſtudie to be vertuous, and 
that the troubles of good inẽ hal haue 
a 095d ende, the wicked to perithe fo2 
euer, wie manp orher good thinges 
like to thele. 

The hiſtoꝛie of Judith, as of Tobie. 
b the name of the chieke perſon, 
ſettethout the cruel tpꝛãnie of the wic⸗ 
ke d. their pꝛide, dildeigne, and moſt vn⸗ 
th2iftic rpot, pzeſumpng pet neuerthe⸗ 
leſſe veric great thinges of their owne 
ſtrenoth. So the maieſtie, the power. 
the valeantneſſe, the goꝛgeous pompe 


paſſpug the pꝛide of the Berſians, whi⸗ 


che was in Dolofernes lieutenant of 
the kings armie, is here liuelp painted 
Con⸗ 


Tontrarie to him is ſette a lowlie voi⸗ 
dowe, weake, and fratle. but verfcous, 
and chaſte. fighting againſt that his in⸗ 
uincible power with Faieth, Þ2aicr, 
lowelineſſe. and Miſedome. And being 
armed with theſe, warelp taking vaun⸗ 
tage of the Capit eines ſurfite, luſt,, and 
pꝛide, ſhe taketh this wicked man in his 
owne ſnare, and killeth him with his 
owne cwearde. By this appcareth the 
meruetlous will of God, exerciling his 
ſcruauntes with the Trolle, and not de⸗ 
liuering thetm by and bp. but at laſt ea⸗ 
ſelie deſtroipng all the ſtrength of the 
wicked, and laughing theim to ſcozne, 
Thus he alwaies ſcheweth his mighte, 
deliuering all theim that truſt in him. 
Judith pꝛaiſing the benefite of God te⸗ 
cheth vs to be thankekul, and that od 
onelp is to be called vpon, and woꝛſhip⸗ 
ped, whiche in battaile geueth victozte, 
in peace tote and keltcitie. 

Suſanna is a verp good exemplar of Sag fonins. 
kruſt, and vertue in maried women: the 
ſame teacheth that BWM kepctt; 19 
iuſt, and defendeth their innocencie pu⸗ 
ttheth, and ſhameth the wicked koint⸗ 

G. | cätdurs 


tatours, and adulterers, ſpecialip nau⸗ 
gytie iudges. NB; 

RON The contention betwene Daniel, and 
Dragon. the pꝛiectes of Bel, foꝛ thoutward wox: 
'Wipp,c of gods, x idols, ſetteth out the 

nature of true, and falſe religid:ok that 

one, the ſhameful craft and confuſio,of 

that other the good ſimplicitie, æ victo⸗ 

rie. But ſnch as take this foꝛ a fable, let 

them beware wherupon thei take their 

grounde. The hiſtoꝛie is ful ot learning 

The ſong of and pꝛokite.Thet allo whiche late, that 
zee tvildꝛen. the childꝛen in the koꝛnace had ſcant fo 
moche leaſure as to plate , & make vers 
ſes, ſeme craftily to condene the matier 
Bp a like reaſon manp thinges mate be 
ſet light by in the canonicall bokes #*e 
reade that Jonas praicd vnte the Lide out of the 
boweles of the fifbe. This ſcemeth not incres 
dible. the loꝛde being his comfoꝛt. Pet i⸗ 
die kelowes will dilpute what Icaſare 

the childꝛẽ had in v foꝛnate. The himne 
it ſelt is a goodlp pꝛaiſe of God, and his 

worꝛkes, and a mouing therunto. 

ee thiede k The thirde ok Xfra.rcherſech certein 
Eldtras. thinges out of the. iii boke of kinges, 
and many matiets whicge are Telared 

in 


in Eldras, and Hehemias, but moꝛe at 
large ; with manp good lp examples of 


vertue. 


The fowerth of Eſra.telleth viſions Fowerth of 
oꝛ reuelatiõs coteining diners chaũces Eldras 


of the people of god. And although our 
fozfathers haue ſet leſt bp this boke, pet 
haue thei not vtterlp cõdemned it. koꝛ it 


ſerueth to a purpoſe x is alſo pꝛofitable tex 
The fragmentes,and relidue of He: of Necker 


ſther geueth many pꝛopꝛe examples of 
p:aier , and certeine other pꝛokitable 
thinges, 
The firſte booke of the Machabees 


| +. Fic of Ma. 
fo: the fineneſle of ile,Cauoureth lom⸗ 717% or £9 


what of the olde Ohꝛaſe. that is of the 
Lanonccal ſcripture, and ſheweth vnto 


vs goodlp exãples of faith. foꝛ of faith 
manlincſſe.noble courage, temperance, 


coſtaunce, loue to god,# their countrie 


- Che noble childꝛe, vo that right excellkt 


loꝛd Mattathias their father, are moſt line 
Ip pꝛeſidentes. Thei fight foꝛ their coũ⸗ 
treie, æ holie lawes againd the vngod⸗ 


lie, with great ſucceſſe? Peat abuſe thet 
not their victozp.,Firlt thei ſet vp again 
the right wooꝛſhipping of God. and re⸗ 


dꝛeſle the common wealth whliche was 
far out of oꝛder. Here bp we mate lerne 
to feare God, and fight agalnſt infitrls; 
all ſoche as bp lawefull vocatione bane 
that Dffice committed vnto theim. Di⸗ 
uerſe, and merucilous chaunces bee in 
this booke, wherin euidentlie appereth 
the goodneſſe of God. his tructh,Juz 
ſtice, equitie, Mercie, and manp other 
thinges that the Scripture ſpeaketh of 
in him. how he defendeth his ſeruances 
and puniſheth his enemies. This boke 
is of ſoche pꝛice, that great loſle it wer 
rene fo2 good men to lacke it. | 
of achabees The ſeconde booke in tile is vnlike 
the other. It is full ok Gr:kiſhe Elo⸗ 
quence: neither haue the olde fathers ſo 
great lte eſtemed it as the firſt. It repea⸗ 
teth many thinges declared in the fir, 
but moꝛe plainlp , It conteineth the fa⸗ 
mouſe Martpꝛdome of the ſeuen bꝛe⸗ 
th:en, and the edfaſt belief of the olde 
father Eleazer, mete to bee kolowed of 
all good men, whiche thinges Tectlius 
— — in — — to mar⸗ 
kyꝛdome (reaketh of largelie. 
- -—— pi The confeſſion of Manaſſcs — 
vn 
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vnto vs the maner of true repentance , 

and iuſt confeſſione of our ſinnes to bee 

made befoze God, 
Emong other bokes whiche contein Saplentis 


pꝛeceptes of liuing,. S apiẽtia is ſet firſt 


being in dede, as it is called, the wiledom 
of Solomon, not that he was the ma⸗ 
ker thereof, but the wiſedoine ſoche, as 
might beleme Solomon. The Stile is 
pure, and fine: It teacheth, and praiſeth 
wiledom, and telleth of what effect and 
frengtch tt is. and how moche to bee la⸗ 
boured foz, Herein he laudeth Godde 
highlie, whom to knowe is verp wile⸗ | 
dome. It rebuketh falſe wiledome, and | 
that deadlie poiſone Jdolatrie, of whi⸗ | 
che Lactantius Cſpeaketh and Caltech. 
There can be no warſbippins of God where Idola⸗ 
trie 15. It heweth many thinges that be⸗ 
long to true wiſedome, which he ce thet if 
mm ſee _ li& to 1 . 1 | 
ccletaſticus of Jelu the ſonne of e T 
Sirach, hathe moche that is befoꝛe in —_— 
the pꝛouerbes. De wꝛiteth moze large⸗ 
lie, ⁊æ is not ſo hard. Here mate be lerned 


moꝛal philoſophie moche better, æ with 


leſle teopardie then out of anp iO lato, oz 
G. iij. Ariſtotle. 


xviirle Almoſt at the ende is a goodlie 


Datuch. 


Thegopiſtle : 


gf Jeremie 


p:atce of holie fathers, and theit faith, 
wherunto pcraduecure thapoſtle Paul 
had an pie, oh he wꝛote theleuenth cha 
pitet of thepiſtle to the hebꝛues, in whi⸗ 
che alſo he comendeth the fateth of our 


elders, not ſomoche p we ſhoulde know 


tt, as endeuour to folowe it. De coclu- 
wth his woke with pꝛaiers to God. 
The pꝛophet Baruch is moche alleged 
of the doctoures. He wꝛote a litle boke 
being in captiuitie at Babilon. He con⸗ 
te ſleth God to be iuſt, and woꝛthelp to 
haue puniſhed the Jues. be knowlegeth 
their faultes blamethp ſtubburne in- 
obeditce of his naciõ. He tlircth perdõ 
fo! their offẽ ces. æ that God hauing pi⸗ 
tie vpõ his people, at 5 Pp laſt wolde bꝛing 
the again into their countreie. Further 
to ſtirre vp faith in their hartes, he tel⸗ 
leth that Iſrael ſhalbe [ent home again 
Thepiſtle of Ieremie put vato Barc 
warneth the captiues that thei fourne 
not fro the true god, & reuertte p gods 
of Pabylon.And therfoze he greuouſip re- 
buketh idolatrie,couſatiling the to woꝛ⸗ 
chip the very God, z ſerue him onelp 5 


A thought good to adde hereunto that ++ eimes os 


cleuaſticai 


witten to oute greacte pꝛoſite of the 
; bookes Eccleſiaſtical in his wooꝛke De 
f optimo genere interpret ãdi hebraica 
in whiche he bꝛiellp touchech bothe the 
effecte of the bokes. and the times when 
thei were wꝛittẽ, which we haue not let 
out:his wooꝛds be theſe.I /c Eccleſtaſticul 
bookes alſo thei call Hagiographa: And ul- 
though thei haue no fittc autthoritie 10 ſtrength Cit, 
pins een, thinges that come into contencionds 
baue the Canonical writinges , yeat are thei not 
reiectedas A POC RYPHA ſache as is the aporrypyy 

| Prophecie of ELD.AD , and MED AD .Tha{- 
| ſcention of Moſes,the Apocalyps of Helyas , and 


many other like deuiſes of the Deuilles Spirite. 

" But the Eccleſraſticall bockes bee admitted bothe 

to bee taughte,and learned of faithfull people, e57 

of many ſo reuerenced,that ſome menne pute Iu- | 

aith in the order of Canomcall Scripi urcii e will The times ot 
rehearſe thei keping the duc —_ of times ve — 5 
thei were written. Parte of theiin conteine Il / ſto- 5 Y 
ries from the time of Exechias vnto the birthe of 
Pompere,whicye fiſte toe from the Tewes their 

Nugdomc. Tobias traaflated by Sine Home 

out of the Chaldee into Latine,as was Indith alf 


G11. 710 


1 
—— — — — — 
93 8 
L — — — — — b-b— — H— — — — —— $— 
- 


whiche Theodorus Bibliander 7athe ie boenes. Ec 


Judith 


Suſanns 


Heſter 


The thirde of 


tr loras. 


of the Machabees declare the affliction of Iſrael, 


mencioneth thoſe thinges that wer ahen emong the 
Aſſirians after the tenne Tribes were ledde into 
captiuitie, teaching by notable example, vhat loue 
ought to bee in parentes, children, and maried 
folkes . Indith ſhewing the nature of. 2 
and conſtaunce, declareth that Bethulia was be- 
ſiegedof Nabuchodonozors Lieutenaunte, father 
o the great Nabuchodonoʒor, whiche tooke priſa- 
ners Joachim, I. ecomam, and 2 edechiam, c howe 
it was deliuered bythe meanes of the righte holie 
woman Indith . And I am in doubte whether it 
was in that bart aile in which Manaſses alſo king 
of luda was caried awaie into A ſfiria, & ſturt- 


e after ſente home againe. For while he ruled e- 


Mong the Medes , Dioces called alſo Arphaxat, 
builded the Citie Echatana in the Countrie of 
Medea. But I knowe that Ioſephus referreth _ 
thinges tothe time of Cambyſes . Damel hath the 
remenaunt of Suſanna,and the Dragon of Bel. In 
Heber bee certeine thinges added vnto it. The 
thirde of Eſdras repeateth ſomewhat of the paſſo- 
wer of Ioſias written in the bookes of Kinges , and 
of thoſe thinges whiche be in Eſra.and Nehemias 
after their retourne out of Babylon, minglyrig ther 
with a goodly contentione of witte, and wſeadume, 
in whiche zorob abel hadde the viCtoric.T he bokes 


by 
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(y Antiochus Epiphanes,and the Macedones,tn 

. whomis the euiaent figure of Antichriſte. Parte 
ofthe Eccleſiaſtical bookes treate of vertue and 
good liuyng. Baruch gatheryne together the ſenten Baruch. 
ces of Eſaie, and Ieremie, whiche make to the re- 

f Profe of Idoles,vebuketh Idblatrie verie ſore. The gourty ot 

| fourth booke of Eſra bath diners prophecies, and Elta. 


is verie moche in vi ſiuns, as is alſo Exechiel, za- 
charias, and Daniel. Teſus the ſoonne of Sirach 
about the. cxxxviii. Olympiade put foorth his boke 
Fccleeſiaſticus, whiche is called alſo Sapientia, 
and Hierome hunde it in Hebrue intitled bythe æceletiatti. 
name of Parables . It teacheth Philoſopſne in ſen- cus. 

tences, whiche is a verie olde vſage , and in it be 

many thinges ſpoken of before in the Preacher, 

and in the Prouerbes of Solomon. The book of Sapicntia 


* 
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 wiſedame,whiche is aſcribed to Philo themoſte e: . 


loquont of all the Iewes, and as cunnyng menne 

dove ſaie, in maner an other Plato, doth more laree 

ly, and in Grekiſbe eloquence declare ſoche thin 

ges, as in the beginnyng of the Prouerbes dove per⸗ 

zene to the praiſe of true wiſedome . The praier 

of Manaſſes whiche is not inthe Grekg examplers t 

famureth plainelyof the Hebrue phraſe . Thus * 

moche ſaieth our T heodorus. Mow will I rez 

tourne to mp purpoſe. 

Thou haſtt(D reader) as farre fozth 
as 


- tae — * 


he darknes 
nd errours 
k the Phi- 
oſaphers. 


Moderate 
tndie of the 
cieces doeth 
Jz2lpe to wile 
Dome. 


as we can  ſhewe and compzehende in 


bucke expolitions, the riches. and am⸗ 
ple learupng of our beaucnlic Philo⸗ 
ſophie, Satie on now pou our aduerſa⸗ 


ries what mate de thought that we 


lacke, oꝛ what pou thinke we ought to 


begge of that pour Philoſophie: Mere⸗ 


Ip if pou will conſeſſe the trueth, pou 
muſt ſap, that we be deſtitute in no part 
ok true learnpng EX wiſedome. Jgraunt 
in dede p in the bible nothing is taught 
ok that — of Ohiloſophie , whiche is 
called Sermocinal, neither of thinges 
natural, oz artes Mathematical. Foz 
theſe be; as it were handmaides to leade 
vs to the queue of all ſciences, æ teache 
vs that we maie be able to ſpeake with 
her , and learne true knowledge of 
thinges perteinpng to God + man, ſpe⸗ 
ciallie the actes ſermonicall. Me dooe 
not condemue the ſobte æ moderate ſtu⸗ 
dies herein, but confeſſe theim neceſla⸗ 
rie, aud moche helping to atteine wile⸗ 
dome. Philoſophic learned in meaſure 
p2ofitcth noche, Pet this we late. that 
to knowe God, æ leade our liues vertu⸗ 
ouſue , not onelp is taught in our Bt» 


bles, 
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Ufſcipture. 


dles, but alſo moꝛe plainelte and per⸗ 


kectlpe, then in all pour wzitpnges. 

Foꝛ pour Philoſophers haue witten 
hereof darkelie, pea, and kalſelie to in 
manp poinctes. Ariſtotle whiche in 
this part is with pou a Ring, and in 
maner wo2lhipped foz a GDD, bath 
fo: the nones darkened thoſe thinges 
whiche he wiote ok Moꝛal Philoſo- 
phie, pea, of naturall to. He vled al⸗ 
ſo doubtful ſentences . that might be 
bowed to whiche ſide pou liſte . and as 


he checked all waiters befo2e him. ſo 


kearpng to be taunted againe, x his ſatz 
pnges coꝛrected of the that came after, 
he made ſure pꝛouiſion in caſe he were 
caught, bp one qhikte 02 other to winde 
him ſclfe out. Be wꝛote alſo vnto king 
Alexander, that none choulde vadertad 
his commentaries, excepte he hadde 
hearde them redix of his owne mouthe 
at home in his houſe, De ſtudied fo! 
a kinde ok enditpnge moze diefe 
and cutted then euer was anp, that 
ſometime he ſemed rather to pointe to 
the matier, then ſpcake it out plainelie, 

whiche thing Lodouicus viues, a man 


of a 


Ariſtotle, 


— f — 


| Wands 


anne 


sf a ſharpe Witte æ iudgment, right wel 
perceiued. In his mozalles. he teacheth 
moche naughtineſle. contrarie to right, 
reaſon,and our religion. But Plato, 
one leſſe coꝛrupt then Ariſtotle, hath 
dooen ſo euill about the maieſtie of the 
eternal GDD. that he maketh all his 
Philoſophie woꝛthelte ſuſpected, The 
trueth whiche he knew of the true god 


koꝛ keare he durſt not declare. J haue 


witneſſe hereok Juſtine the Philolo⸗ 
pher and martire, in a warning that he 
geueth to the Gentiles, ſaipng thus: 

Plato when he ſhould haue ſbewed the doctrine 
of Mofes, and other Prophetes touchyng one Cod. 
i he bad learned in Egipte , fearyng that 
happened to Socrates, and to ſtirre vp againſt him 
ſme Anytus and MeliſSus to accuſe him of here 
ſie before the men of Athens, &. ſo to be poyſoned 
went about 4 variable & crafty conueyed ſermon 
touching the Goddes, wherby their opinion might 


ſtande whiche thought there were many, and 


theirs alſo whiche thought the contrarie, as by 
bis writynges mate caſclie be ſeen, 

Loe the goodlie actes of theſe two 
P2z:nces of the Philoſophers , and in 
maner their Goddes, what 1 — 

oae 


. Ur TI 


foke fo of the commune ſozte, ſepitg its 
theſe their chieke lightes ſo great dark⸗ 
nefſe is kounde. J trowe no man is ig⸗ 
nozaunt what theſe blinde guides haue 
fudged touchpng the ſoule, what trou⸗ 
ble thei haue made, and howe folithelie 
babled therok. Ofthe higheſt good thing, as 
manp be their ads as dates in the 
pere. Finallic, thei haue ſcarſe iudged 
rightite of anp thing that perteinethto 
bleſſedneſſe.and vertue: and pet folow 
we thele buſſarves whollie geuen to 
Wwo:lhip and maruail at them, moꝛe the 
at all the Btible;pea, we thinke no main 
learned in dede, except he be well ſow⸗ 
ſed in the linkes of their filthp crrours. 
Dowe moche better and moꝛe wilelie 
did thet whiche ſometime bepng noble 
men in Thꝛiſtes churche. koꝛſakpng the 
ſtudie of ÞPhtloſophie ( wherin pet to 
this daie bp all conſent, thei were molt 
excellent) gaue them lelues whollie to 
ſtudie the Bible our heauenlie Whilo⸗ 
ſophie, and haſttng awate from enoꝛmi⸗ 
ous lies, deceiptes, 4 blindeneſſe, ioie⸗ 
fullie came to the biight ſhinpng ſunne 
ot trueth. J meane Origen, Inſtine , Tante- 
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um, Cipꝛian and innumerable other cr: 
cellent Philoſophers and D:atours, 
whole (oulles now reſte and line with 
the Loꝛde God eternal. J will not coũ⸗ 
ſatle anp man therfoze to folow thoſe 
blind teachers, oz their erronious docs 
trine, wherin no pure noꝛ certein thing 
mate be kounde. J cal and exhoꝛt all me 
as loude and as hartelie as J can, to the 
moſt holte, and ſacred Bible. Foꝛ mans 
hope c ſaluation onelp ſtandeth in that 
learnpug which the Bible teacheth vn⸗ 
to vs. All the right wiledome that man 
hath, reſteth in this one poinct, to know 
ledge God foꝛ his owne God, and that 
thꝛough TChꝛiſte, of who all the bookes 
of al the Philoſophers haue not ſhew⸗ 
ed ſo moche as one wooꝛde, neither how 
bp true kaieth and ſure hope we (ould 
cleue vnto him whe he is knowen, and 
bonour this moſt mightie Loꝛde æ boũ⸗ 
tifull father, in charit ie and innocencie 
of like. This is our determinacion and 
doctrine, this is our ful mind & ſentence 
J teſtifie it therefkoꝛe with as loude a 


voice as J can, J pꝛoclaime and warne 


pou 
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pou to kepe it. This is that. whiche al 
the Philoſophers haue ſought fo2 all 
the daies of their like, and pet could ne⸗ 
uer faſten vpon it, noꝛ holde it: cuf fo 
becauſe ſckpng it a wꝛong waie, either 
thei helde a naughtie religion, 02 elles 
made no religion at all. Wherfoze a⸗ 
waie with al ſoche. which ſec not mans 
life in oꝛdꝛe, but diſtrouble tt. Foꝛ what 
tcache thet, oꝛ hom dooe thei inſtruct 
whiche can not teache them ſelues? 
W hom can ſieke men heale, whom can 
dlinde men guide: Shall we tarie till 
Socrates knowe ſome what. oꝛ Anara- 
goꝛas finde light in darkeneſſe 02 Des 
miaotritus dꝛawe trueth out of the wel; 
0 oꝛ Empedocles dilate the pathes of his 
i minde, 02 Arceſilas and Tarneades 
can ſce, tele, and perceiue? Beholde a 
voice from heauen tcachpng the tructh, 
and ſhewpng a light bꝛighter then the 
ſhinpng Sunne ſpeaketh in the Bible 
openlie, plainelie, and certainelie. 
Bette all therefoze that care koꝛ ve⸗ 
rie wiſcdome come hither, Will we 
hurt our ſelues, and linger to take it? 


vou 


A cokerring 
of the holie 
vokes with 
the P30phai 


ou that will be wile and — har⸗ 
ken to the heauẽlie voice, learne Jeſus 
Thꝛiſte to be pour iuſtice, and in him to 
be lated vp all the treaſure of Goddes 
high wiſedome and ſcience , learne the 
miſterie of pour faieth, and natiuitie, de⸗ 
ſpiſe woꝛldlp thinges, loue heauenlie, 
that after this miſerable and wꝛetched 
life pou male come fo the tote that is 
pꝛepared fo2 pou. 

But the pleaſant varietie of the pꝛo⸗ 
phane writers, and their pꝛopꝛe caſt of 
teachpng dooeth moche delight theim, 
Well go to. Declare J p2ate pou ſome 
of pour gaie and goodlte colours. Thei 
teache wile dome (ſate ther) in pleaſant 
and fine dilputatiõs, in ſwete dialoges 
and elegant epiſtles, as dooeth Plato, 
Ariſtotle, æ Seneca: In eloquent oꝛati⸗ 
ons, as Jſocratcs, Cicero, and Demo⸗ 
@henes ; in dilectable kables r allegori⸗ 
es:as Homert, and dlirgil:in ſentences 
and Pꝛouerbes bothe ſhozte and ſwete, 
as the ſcuen ſages of Grece , Chꝛilip⸗ 
pus alſo, æ Diogenianus: in notable his 
ſtoꝛies, as Herodotus, Halicarnaſſeus, 


Dilodozus Siculus, and Liuins Pata- 
uinus, 


. 
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vinus . But if theſe great boaſters of 
Gentile Aucthours were al well accu⸗ 
ſtomed co holie wꝛitinges as thei are to 
pꝛophane, thei had foũde log ere this in 
N the Bible alſo thoſe facions in teching 
4 of pleaſant variet ie, whiche thei ſo mer: 
| ueile at in theſe d ceiptkul naughtie mas 
ſters of erroꝛ. Thei pꝛaiſe the fine diſpu⸗ 
taciõs of philoſophers touching Miſe⸗ 
dome. But Cicero in his fir boke De ca⸗ 
tore. I howgh al me rage therut yet wil I(ſarth he} 
ſpeake as 1 thinke: By Hercules that one litle boke 
of the twelue tables, if a man will ſee the gronaes 
and che fe porntes of the laue, ſemeth to me bathe 
far their aucthoritie, and profite, farreto paſſe all 
j that euer the Philoſophers wrote . And who 
„ knoweth not the ten pꝛeceptes of gods 
, law to crcetit the.rij.tables a M. folde⸗ 
So then, be thele boſters of vaine philo 
ſophie neuer lo angrp, peat will J allo 
Cale that Jthinke, æ beleue to be true: 
that one b2tefe treatiſe of the ten CTom⸗ 
maundementes, oꝛ boke of Deuttrono⸗ 
mie, touching the foundacton. pꝛincipall 
| partes, and effecte of the lawes, karre to 
kurmounte in grauitie, and pꝛofite ak 
N the wꝛitinges of all the Philoſophers, 
| | 20, . In 


be. gone. 


Jn the booke of Job. wiſe, and Godlie 


menne dilpute verp finelie, to whome ik 


pou compare the pcrfones in Pato, oz 
Cicero, pou ſhall ſee in reſpecte thee bee 
right naught:whiche Vieroine alſo cõ⸗ 


kelling ſaieth : He broke of 1 O B determineth 


All matiers with Lgiqual propoſi cion, aſſum prion 
confirmation,and concluſion . Dne Epiſtle of 
the moſte eloquent Baule, Deter, and 

Jhon , hathe in it moꝛe true holineſſe, 
and learning, then all the Epiſtles of all 
the Philolophers . Neither dooe wee 
lacke right excellent Oꝛatours. as Eſaie 
Micheas,loel,Oſeas, with manp other mo, 

whiche haue left vnto vs moſte pꝛofita⸗ 
ble, : unning, and elegant oꝛacions. Nou 
merueile at the thundering wooꝛdes of 
Pericles, the Eloquence of Demoſihenes, and 
Cicero. Thei be repoꝛted to haue moued 
the mindes ok the hearers, and enkoꝛced 
thcim to what thee woulde. Ik this bee 
fo pꝛaiſe woꝛthie, what late pou to our 
Paule. which with bolde. and cherekul 


countenaunce, though he Gode in trons 


bekoꝛe the mightie, and learned Ring 
Agrippa, befoꝛe the Pꝛinces of Hvia, and 
befoze Fetus hunſelf pꝛ elücute of Jurte, 

lo 
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ſo learnedlie, and plainlie pleaded his 
obne cauſe,and that in a matier of deth 
and koꝛ a religion hated of all men, that 
Ring. Agrippa himſelfe rauiſhed in his 
wittes cricd out ſaipug. I hou haſt almoſie 
made me 4 Chriſtian man. And Feſtus himſelt᷑ Ades. xxbi. 
ouercome with his molt pure, and clere 
oration. ſaied with a loude voice, Paule, 
thou arte beſides thy ſelſe, moche Learning hath 
made the madde. Peat was this Fetus nei- 
ther vncloquent.no2 pet vnlearned,noz 
one that hated the ſtudie of philoſophtie 
Fi J pꝛaie pou in ſoche an audiece,in ſuch 
| hate of al m£e,and ſo heinous complain» 
4 tes of falſe accuſers, beſides this in a 
matier of death alſo.pea, c in trons to, 
what woulde Cicero pour pꝛinte of Elo⸗ 
quence haue doen: uo ithout doubt his 
ſpirite ſtopped vp foꝛ feare, ſcarce ſob⸗ 
binglp could he haue bꝛought furthone 
wo:d.Fo2 vpõ a time, as Plutarche reher 
ſeth, neither bounde, noꝛ led in chaines 
— but boꝛne into the court hall in aſoffe 
chariot, to pleade not his owne matter, 
noꝛ a matter of death, but foꝛ Milo, when 
he lawe Vompeies armed menne ſtanding 
rounde about in bzight harneſſe,he was 


— 


Cicero 


D. ii. amaſed 


amaſed.and conkounded, x at laſt cfrent- 
bling, c ſcarſe bꝛinging out one woꝛde 


he began fearkullp not to ſpeake, but to 
Cobbe . Beſides this we haue wiſedome 


couered alſo in goodlp Allegoꝛics, as fi- 


guratiue ceremonies, parables, æ canti: 


cles: wher pou ſhal find moꝛe miſteries 
bothe honeſt, and profitable, than in all 
the vngodlie verles, whiche al the min⸗ 
ſtrelles, and Harpers haue ſong in the 
pꝛaiſe, and honour of their wine God 
Wacchus. In dei thei trimme vp their 
fables with alluring wooꝛdes, and peat 
geut pou alwearde laied ouer with ho- 
nie. Moſt part of their wꝛitinges be of 


deflouring virgincs, adulterie, lecherie, 


deceipte, crueltie, murthcr. vaingloꝛie. 
t thinges not to be ſpoken ok. But our 
Poeme is pure, cleane, and honeſt with 
out all ieopardie. Who euer ſpake 
oꝛ wꝛote moꝛe finelp, and wiſelp, then 
our Solomon: Df whome we read in 
the thirde boke ok Minges, the fowerth 
capiter , Aud GOD gauc Sapience,and n- 


derſtanding io SOLOMON aboue meaſure, and 


« breadth of harte as the ſunde of the Sea And 
his wiſcdome excelled al the wiſedome ofthe chil- 
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dren of the Eaſt, and of Egypte. For of all mortalle = 


menne he was the wiſeſt. And there came of all 
Nacions, and Regions of the W orlde to heare his 
wiſedome that was ſo moche gpoken of. Pea, the 
Quene of 5A BA in Riche apparaile, 
and of wonderful wiledome came alſo 
and when ſhe had communed with him 
of al matiers, and perceiued how he go⸗ 
uerned his Titie, and Houlholde, ſhee 
ſatcd, 
The fame that I hearde in my lande ofthine Elo- 
wence,and W iſedome,ts true, but I woulde not 
2 eue it, till I came my ſelſe, and ſve with mine 


yies.And yet Io, no not the one haulfe of thy mas 


tiers is tolde me, thou ſo excellee in M iſedome, 
and paſs:ſt all that is ſpoken of the. Theſe moſt 
ſureſt p2aiſes of our wiſedome no man 
merueileth at, and peat we wonder at 
certeine kables, and vaine thinges, whi⸗ 
che verp vain liers haue wꝛittk of vain 


Phtloſophers ; Namelp of Appolonias, 


bow he wente into 2%, aud lo ouer 
the Mounteine Cauctſas, through the 
Albanes, Scythi.ns, MaſSagetes, thoſe riche 
Ringdomes of Jude, and pafling ouer 
the greate Riuer PHY SON, at laſte 

| D. iij came 


came to the 1Brachmans , E all to heare 
Jarchas ſittpng in his golden thꝛone. 
and dꝛinkpng of the kountaine Tanta⸗ 
lus, and diſputpng emong a fewe per⸗ 
cones of the nature and pꝛoperties of 
natural thinges. Me rather wonder at 
the great delires of Opthagoꝛas and 
Plato, of whiche that one is repo: ted 
to haue gone to Egppt, that other to 
the P2ophetes of Mephis. bp a paine⸗ 
full waie, æ tcopardeous lournep. Stad 
ail here alittle J pꝛaie pou, and learne 
to be madde and Wile together. Nou 
thinke theim p2aiſe woꝛthie, and moche 
to be made ok, which toke a farre iour⸗ 
nep to certaine wile men J wotte not 
who, to learne of them J wot not what 
but theſe our men pot neglect and de⸗ 
ſpiſe .* pet of them to be taught all the 
whole woꝛlde made haſte to come, be⸗ 
cauſe thei knew that the high God bad 
there let vp his thꝛone « chaire of moſt 
excellent and perfecte wiledome, And 
whp folow not pou their exaples, who 
pou ſo greatlie pꝛaiſe, and moche mar- 


ueile at? Now as touching an hiſtozie, 


is there anp like ours , lo auncient. ſo 
ſure 


cure, ſo graue.ſo p2ofitable? Cicero in 
his booke, De oratore, ſaieth: An hi- 
ſiorie is the witneſſe of time, the light of truth, the Miſtoxie. 
life of remembraunce, the maiſtreſſo of liuyng, the 
meſßenger of Antiquitie. And if this be ſo, 
Imate laie trulie that none haue an hi⸗ 
ſcoꝛie but chꝛiſtien men. As touchpng 
tertaintie ot time, pou haue nothing be- 
foꝛe the Olpmpiades were kounde, and 
thei began but in the time of Elate vn⸗ Olympiades 
der king Jothan. So theſe pour wꝛi⸗ fig began. 
ters conkound manp thinges together. 
and laie them in heapes all out of o2dze, 
dꝛeaking of their matier with vaine fo⸗ 
liſhe fables , the Grecians eſpeciallie, 
which ſtudied not trueth, but rather to 
lie, and therfoze are condemned of Lt- 
tero, Quinttilian.and Juuenal. Lodbui⸗ 
cus viues ſpeakpng plaine lie. ſaieth:ſome 
fo: feare of repꝛoche, & to lie the moꝛt 
ſafclie.lcaupng the Grectans matters, 
fette their compalle a karre ok, from 
the Perſians, Sgiptians, and Thal⸗ 
dees, as did Herodotus the father of 
lies, and Diodoꝛus Diculus a trifliyng 
Greclan, Pour aucthours alio wiite 
of light maticrs neither pleataunt no2 
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profitable. and fette out their bablpng 
with vatne delcriptions, æ no goodneſſe 


at all. But our moſte pꝛofitable hiſtoꝛie 
truelie declareth the oꝛdꝛe of times, ſe⸗ 
uering the kingdomes one fro another, 
r [peaketh ok nothing without a good 
reaſon, It maie beſt alfo be called the 
meſlenger of antiquitie. Fo: beginnpng 
at the creation of the world, it holdech 
on to the Monarchie of the Perſiaus, 
euen vnto Xerxes. Joſephus wꝛitpng 
against Appion of Alexandzia, ſaceth 
thus: The Greke hiſtoꝛiens, as Acu⸗ 
ſilaus, and thoſe that folowed him a⸗ 
boute the time of Tadmus Mileſius, 
were but a little bekoꝛe the warres of 
the Perſtans, as witnefſeth Hellanicus. 
S35 the Greke hiſkoꝛians there began 
where ours left of , The Latines be 
moche later. Now chen it is plaine whe 
ther our hiſtoꝛie oꝛ theirs mai rather be 
called the meſſenger of Antiquitie. Fi⸗ 
nallie, as the holie writers in learnpng 
and varietie karre paſſe the pꝛophane, ſo 
in gloꝛie and renoume though al king⸗ 
domes fro the beginning of the world, 
thel excel all other; ſo that to ſate that 
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Whiloſophie is therkoꝛe mot commey- 


dable, becauſe it hath alwates bene had 
in moſte pꝛice, is a thing to no purpoſe, 
The kingdomes of Egppt and Aſlpꝛia 
were ok all the woꝛld moſt auncient. In 
how great eſtanation Joſeph x Mos 
ſes were in that one, it is well knowen. 
Ju the other how thone our Phtloſs- 
phie, when as ZMſate Pzophyected in one 
night about the walles of Heeruſalen?, 
were flaine an hundzed foure ſco2e.and 
v. M. men, To ſpeake nothing of the 
high aucthoꝛitie of Samuel. Joſue, and 
Dauld: Dove we not reade of king 9 amen; 
he was magnified aboue all the kinzes of thearth, 

as well in riches as wiſedome ? And as in the 
monarchie of Sabilo domitito was ge⸗ 

uen to our Daniel, ſo vid Mardocheus 
rule the whole kingdome of the Medes 
h the might ieſt kinges of {Perfia Ly- 
rus and Darius great Diiutlegies 
were graunted to aur Philoſophers. 
This is euident in Joſua, Eldꝛas, and 


Mehemias, whiche by fauoure of the 


p:inces of Verkta built vp againe both 
temple # citie. In tdempire of the Ma⸗ 
cedontens at the requeſt of Otolomeus 
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ye dignitic of Stupture. 
Philadelphus king of Egipt, whicht 
ſent allo orftes of incomperable value 
to the temple of Ztcruſalcimn, our lawe 
was tranſlated into the Greke tonge. 
But in the monarchie of tze Romains 
the Bible now diſperled thꝛough the 
wgole woꝛlde ſo willinglie was recei⸗ 
ued of all meu, that al whiche had witte 
and knowlege moſte gladlie badde pour 
deceiptkul Philoſophte farewell. Whp 
then go pou now about to call it vp a⸗ 
gaine being ones dead and buried? Oꝛ 
what remaineth cls, then all lies quite 
koꝛſaken, to geue our ſelues wholie to 
be inſtructed in the moſte auncient, 
certaine, and moſte holeſoine 
Philoſophie of the 
Bible: 
JJ. 


L£ 0ndintin 
ædibus Richardi Graftoni 


| Reginea typographis excuſum. 
Ano Domins, M,D.LIIL 


Cum priuilegio ad imprimen=z 
dum ſolum. 
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